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Berkeley High School, which received a six-year accreditation in 2003–2004 from the 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), has a long history of embracing a 
broad spectrum of people and ideas. !e programs o"ered to students both challenge and  
support them to reach high levels of academic achievement while preparing each graduate 
to be successful in college, work, and life. Berkeley High School o"ers students six quality  
academic programs that inspire and cultivate the gi#s, talents, and passions of its students. 
Collectively, the academic programs are broad in range and deep in mission, o"ering 
something for everyone.
Students have the option of choosing from six 
rigorous, college preparatory academic learning 
communities. Four of our communities (AHA, 
CAS, CP Academy and GRN) are small schools 
of 240-360 students. Two of our communities 
(AC and BIHS) are larger programs of 900-
1300.

Students enrolled in any one of our 
— 

 and the 
—share a core group of teachers. All of 

the communities satisfy the a-g requirements for 
the University of California. All o"er some AP 
or IB classes.  !e smaller learning communities 
also o"er opportunities for students to do 
internships, and senior projects in a speci$c 

college and career pathway. Students ful$ll each 
learning community’s academic requirements. 
Other courses students have room for in 
their schedule are taken from the individual 
departments: African American Studies, Arts: 
Visual and Performing, Physical Education, 
Technology, and World Languages.  

In Spring, at the same time they select classes, 
students rank and submit their learning 
community preferences a#er considering each 
option relative to their own interests and needs. 
A lottery held at the end of the spring semester 
(following diversity guidelines set by the 
Berkeley Uni$ed School District) determines 
the learning community to which the student 
will be assigned.

Each community is designed to give students 
the content knowledge, skills, and diverse 
learning experience to be successfully prepared 
for a 4-year university or college.
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Academic Choice (AC) is a learning community focusing on a rigorous humanities curriculum 
in grades nine through twelve. Freshmen and Sophomore history and English courses are cored. 
AC students choose their science, world language, PE, math and arts electives from the full range 

of classes o"ered throughout Berkeley High. Academic 
Choice students are expected to complete all UC/CSU 
a-g course requirements prior to graduation, and are 
encouraged to take Advanced Placement (AP) courses in 
their junior and senior years. AC teachers support that  
expectation and work to ensure that their students are 
prepared to take AP courses. Students can choose to  
take AP classes 
in a variety of 

content areas as well as courses o"ered by the African 
American Studies Department. We also encourage AC 
students to take four years of math, and three years of 
science and world language.  Berkeley High recognizes 
students with a Certi$cate of Completion issued by the 
Academic Choice program if they graduate from AC 
having completed all UC/CSU a-g subject requirements 
and submit a complete senior seminar research project. 

Academic Choice at BHS provides not only 
a college preparatory curriculum but also 
a community of  students working with 
teachers, parents and peers to realize their full 
intellectual and creative potential. Academic 
Choice teachers, students, and families strongly 
believe that the program should re%ect our 
diverse school population and that all students 
should have the resources to succeed in school 
and beyond.  !e typical Academic Choice 
class follows a seminar approach, encouraging 
intellectual curiosity, analytical thinking, and 
a close working relationship between student 
and teacher. 

AC
university
Be part of a learning community 
and still take elective courses within 
various departments within the school

Choose courses from a wide array of 
BHS electives
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Our humanities curriculum invites students to 
ask questions and draw inferences, to develop  
techniques for critical reading and expository 
writing, and to analyze and articulate di"erent points 
of view. Student preparation for collegiate study is 
fundamental to our curricular philosophy, with an 
emphasis on the development of essential research 
skills (including critical analysis and synthesis, and 
the construction of persuasive written and verbal 
arguments).  We not only seek to prepare students to 
be college eligible, but also to assist them in a highly 
competitive admissions process.

Students enrolled in AC ful$ll the learning community’s requirements within AC. All remaining 
courses needed to ful$ll high school graduation and college eligibility requirements are chosen as 

 from the following departments: African American Studies, Arts: Visual & Performing, 
Physical Education, Technology and World Languages.
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AHA 

AHA structures the core of our teaching on 
project-based learning and interdisciplinary 
endeavors. Classroom practices are creative 
and %exible, meeting the needs of all learners 
and building on the strengths of multiple 
intelligences. Students work collaboratively 
within an environment where the arts are the 
vehicle for creative and analytical thinking. 
We develop into members of society with the 
skills to write and think with our minds, create 
with our hands, express with our bodies, act 
and speak from our hearts, and inspire others 
to do the same.

!e Arts and Humanities Academy (AHA) provides an innovative, equitable, rigorous academic 
and arts curriculum. Students use the lens of the arts to seek creative solutions to academic and 
artistic challenges. In the $rst two years, students broaden their artistic expertise by taking a 
selection of visual and performing arts classes. In the 11th and 12th grades, students pursue mastery 
in the discipline of their choice and design an arts-based internship in the community, applying 
their interests as both artist and scholars. Senior thesis projects include academic and artistic 
presentations. 

AHA students may select their world language and PE classes from the many options o"ered in 
the elective programs. AP options are available in English, math, science and world languages. 

or university and continued pursuits 
in the arts

arts

institutions

atmosphere

holistic understanding of the world 
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!e Arts and Humanities Academy curriculum is designed to inspire greater levels of academic 
achievement by linking student interest and talent in the arts to all aspects of their educational 
experience. By tapping into their strengths as artists, teachers lead students to improve their 
overall skills in reading, writing and science. AHA is particularly concerned with bridging the 
achievement gap and providing a challenging curriculum for all of our students.

Students enrolled in AHA ful$ll the learning community’s requirements within AHA. All 
remaining  courses needed to ful$ll high school graduation and college eligibility requirements 
are chosen as  from the following departments: African American Studies, Arts: Visual & 
Performing, Physical Education, Technology and World Languages.
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Berkeley International High School (BIHS), an authorized International Baccalaureate school, is a 
program within Berkeley High School, focusing on international studies for grades nine through 
twelve. !e integrated 4-year study of humanities focuses $rst on the study of geographical regions 
and elements of culture, including literature, art, history, economics and beliefs.  It then progresses 
systematically through the study of nations and the dynamics of global relationships, building in 
complexity each year. Students will graduate with the knowledge and habits of mind to participate 
con$dently in the increasingly interdependent world.

!e overarching goals of BIHS are to o"er 
insights into the nature of international 
education and to build students’ sense of 
identity and cultural awareness, fostering 
a spirit of discovery and enjoyment of 
learning for all BIHS students. Fundamental 
to the BIHS curriculum is developing the 
students’ understanding of the nature and 
value of their own cultures. Students learn 
to approach academics from a variety of 
standpoints, and the curriculum furthers 
students’ recognition and development of 
universal human values. 

BIHS prepares all students to participate in 
the IB Diploma Programme in 11th and 12th 
grade. Balancing the richness of Berkeley 
High School’s elective options with the 
value and challenge of the IB, BIHS creates 
a community of support, accessibility, and 
diversity of perspective. To this end we split 
the program into two smaller “houses” 
that allow teachers and students to work 
together in a more personalized way. Ninth 
and tenth grade students take three of their 
classes with the same core of students to 
provide community and support.

BIHS
university
Be part of a learning community 
and still take elective courses within 
various departments within the high 
school
Study subjects in depth and with  
perspective
Actively participate in their learning 
through classroom based projects and 
discussions.
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!e BIHS curriculum grades 9–12 is an integrated 
course of study in the history, culture, literature, 
artistic expression and political, economic and 
belief systems of nations across time and across the 
globe. All courses from BIHS meet the California 
Content Standards, IB Standards and UC/CSU 
entrance requirements. Students take three or four 
courses within BIHS; they select the remainder of 
their courses from individual departments (World 
Languages, P.E., African American Studies, and 
Visual and Performing Arts). BIHS students may 
choose to earn Certi$cates or pursue the full IB 
Diploma in the 11th and 12th grades. All students 
take IB English and history in the 11th and 12th 
grades and can earn college credits through these 
and other courses. 

Students enrolled in BIHS ful$ll the learning community’s requirements within BIHS. All 
remaining courses needed to ful$ll high school graduation and college eligibility requirements 
are chosen as  from the following departments: African American Studies, Arts:  
Visual & Performing, Physical Education, Technology and World Languages.



Be
rk

ele
y H

igh
 Sc

ho
ol 

Ch
oi

ce
s 2

01
1–

12

 

Communication Arts and Sciences (CAS) was founded in 1997 by teachers and families who had the 
goal of tapping into the rich diversity of Berkeley High students to create a heterogeneous learning 
community of 240 self-directed and independent learners. Distinguished by its focus on critical 
thinking, social justice, media literacy, and service learning, CAS o"ers an academically rigorous 
course of study and trains its students to communicate e"ectively in both print and electronic 
media through curriculum built around experiential learning – learning by doing. In addition 
to traditional forms of expression like $ction, essays, lab reports and research papers, students 
create their own videos, podcasts and print projects, and they travel to museums, theaters, cultural 
centers, colleges and to countries like Cuba, Mexico and Viet Nam.

When students commit to the four-year CAS 
curriculum, they voluntarily give up the safety 
of homogeneous learning and learn how to 
communicate, collaborate and excel within a 
diverse community. !e curriculum and the 
faculty ensure an atmosphere of academic 
rigor while facilitating and respecting di"erent 
learning styles and cultural experiences. To 
excel in CAS, a student must meet the dual 
challenges of intellectual mastery and e"ective 
communication in the classroom and in the 
larger world.

CAS
university

other students and teachers in a more 
personal setting

into their high school education

all modern communication media and 
integrate this with academic classes

change and social responsibility
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All CAS classes are untracked and, in keeping with 
this heterogeneous learning approach, Advanced 
Placement classes have been replaced with a 
demanding academic core and elective curriculum 
designed to challenge and engage every student. 
Classes are integrated with cross-disciplinary 
assignments and articulation between the grade 
levels. !e English/History Core emphasizes 
written communication throughout the four-
year curriculum and focuses on the development 
of critical thinking and analysis. CAS classes are 
challenging, bene$ting students who have high 
achievement records as well as those who have struggled in school.  !e school’s collaborative teaching 
model and close student-teacher relationships create an environment in which teachers are able to 
carefully assess student e"ort and performance and $nd ways to motivate and challenge each student 
to meet his/her full intellectual potential.

Students enrolled in CAS ful$ll the learning community’s requirements within CAS. All remaining  
courses needed to ful$ll high school graduation and college eligibility requirements are chosen as  

 from the following departments: African American Studies, Arts: Visual & Performing, 
Physical Education, Technology and World Languages.
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CP Academy

Community Partnerships Academy o"ers a 
college preparatory curriculum that develops 
community leaders in health, education, 
law and social services. We provide students 
opportunities to explore their interests while 
contributing to their community. Since 
1989, we have established relationships with 
community organizations, institutions and 
businesses. !rough these partnerships, we  
are able to extend students’ experiences 
and opportunities beyond the traditional 
educational framework and plant the seeds 
of leadership during these signi$cant and life 
shaping years.

For most young people, high school represents 
an important transition into adulthood – from 
a life planned by others to one planned by and 
for oneself.  CP Academy instills a sense of  
empowerment and future vision in our 
students, encouraging them to prevail and 
become agents of change. We prepare students 
to take the lead in their own lives and to 
contribute to the life of their communities, 
emphasizing the health and public service 
arenas.

Be prepared for a 4-year college or 
university
Participate actively in a learning  
community where students, teachers 
and families know and support one 
another
Challenge themselves, develop  
their strengths and discover their  
hidden talents
Access health-related classes 
throughout all four years
Explore career interests through 
hands-on service learning activities 
and internships that connect to and 
serve community needs
Take college classes and begin college 
programs while still in high school
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CP Academy provides students with the skills, knowledge and resources to develop their 
strengths and pursue their college and career goals, including academic preparation that meets 
the requirements for college admission into the UC/CSU system. We provide intensive support for 
career exploration and the college search and application process. Teachers connect thematically 
across math, science, English, history, art, P.E. and electives throughout the four years. English 
and history are integrated core classes and AP content is the basis of the junior and senior English 
classes. Students can take an AP English augmentation for 
college credit and preparation for the AP English exam. 
Academy students survey, analyze and respond to issues 
critical to our community, from Berkeley to regional and 
global issues, through project-based service and experiential 
learning. Our health pathway channels students interested 
in health sciences-related careers into speci$c courses, while 
the general curriculum integrates community health issues 
throughout. Students collaborate with community organizations in health, education, law and 
government throughout their four years in the Academy. We are committed to creating a school 
community in which all students are welcome, every student counts, and every student achieves.

Students enrolled in CP Academy ful$ll the learning community’s requirements within CP 
Academy. All remaining courses needed to ful$ll high school graduation and college eligibility 
requirements are chosen as  from the following departments: African American Studies, 
Arts: Visual & Performing, Physical Education, Technology and World Languages.
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Green      
Academy

Green Academy provides a personalized, 
interconnected learning environment where 
faculty members nurture and challenge 
students to strive for academic excellence. 

Our mission is to: 1. Prepare students for 
college and green careers; 2. Prepare students 
to understand and actively engage in creating 
an environmentally sustainable and socially 
just world; 3. Provide educational and career 
opportunities in science and math  to students 
who have been historically underrepresented in 
these $elds. Graduates of the Green Academy 
will be prepared for college, be knowledgeable 
about social and environmental issues, and 
take personal responsibility for seeking change 
in themselves and in the world. 

!e goal of the 9th grade program is to give students the foundational skills for understanding 
issues related to environmental sustainability and social justice. In the 10th grade, stduents 
will embark on one of two pathways: S.E.E.D. 
(Sustainability, Ecology and Environmental 
Design) or H.E.A.T. (Human Energy and 
Appropriate Technology). S.E.E.D. focuses on 
renewable energy, transportation, green building, 
sustainable agriculture, water quality and waste 
management. H.E.A.T. focuses on the physics 
of energy, electricity and electronics, energy 
conservation, and energy generation through 
solar, wind, geothermal, biofuels and other energy 
sources. 

university

learning community
 

project-based, experiential learning

complex issues of sustainability 
Focus on critical thinking around 
essential questions of environmental 
justice
Learn from mastery at high levels with 
authentic assessments
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!e exploration of social and ecological issues are 
embedded within a solid curriculum in mathematics, the 
sciences, and the humanities. Our integrated, project-based 
curriculum uses inquiry as a tool for students to see the 
interconnectedness of all academic disciplines and their 
relationship to the real world. Writing, which is integral 
to all humanities classes across the curriculum, focuses on 
%uency and revision. We support a community of readers 
to challenge students at a variety of levels. Math concepts 
are developed through experimentation with real life  
situations using manipulatives. Science curriculum uses 
the scienti$c method to discuss and grapple with relevant 
pressing societal issues and explore possible solutions. 

Students enrolled in the Green Academy ful$ll the learning community’s requirements within 
the Green Academy. All remaining courses needed to ful$ll high school graduation and college 
eligibility requirements are chosen as  from the following departments: African American 
Studies, Arts: Visual & Performing, Physical Education, Technology and World Languages.




