
Research Proposal: The Psychometric Properties of English and Spanish !
Computer-Administered Versions of the Asher Children’s Loneliness Scale !

“Perhaps the most painful loneliness is not when we are alone, but 
when we are in the presence of others and yet feel separated,  

excluded, and cut off from the shared world of the others.”  
– Kirova, 2001  

Methods!

H1: Internal consistency of Spanish CLS scores in 
bilingual children will be comparable to that of 
English CLS scores in monolingual children. 
 
H2: Test-retest reliability of Spanish CLS in bilingual 
children will be comparable to that of English CLS in 
monolingual children. 
 
H3: Internal consistency of Spanish CLS scores in 
bilingual children will be greater than internal 
consistency of English CLS scores in bilingual 
children.
 
H4: Test-Retest reliability of Spanish CLS scores 
bilingual children will be greater than test-retest of 
English CLS scores in bilingual children.
 
H5: English and Spanish CLS scores will be 
negatively correlated with popularity composite score 
and positively correlated with internalizing composite 
score of ICS-T across all participants. 
 
H6: Spanish CLS scores will have a stronger negative 
correlation with popularity composite score and a 
stronger positive correlation with internalizing 
composite score on ICS-T compared to correlations 
between English CLS scores and popularity 
composite score and internalizing composite score 
on ICS-T in bilingual children. 

Participants: !
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students and teachers
 
Measures:  
1. Demographic Questionnaire
2. Children’s Loneliness Questionnaire (CLS)
3. Interpersonal Competence Scale – Teacher (ICS-T)
4. Distractor Task

Procedures:!
Random assignment of bilingual children into two 
groups: B1 & B2 

Administration Phase 1 (Test): 
§  B1: Spanish CLS; distractor task; English CLS
§  B2: English CLS; distractor task; Spanish CLS
§  Monolingual children:
  English CLS; distractor task; English CLS
§  Teachers: ICS-T 

Administration Phase 2 (Re-Test; two weeks later): 
§  B1, B2, & Monolingual children: same as Phase 1



1. Assess reliability and validity of orally and visually 
computer-administered English and Spanish versions 
of Asher Children’s Loneliness Questionnaire. 

2. Explore whether Spanish-English bilingual 
speaking children express emotional concept of 
loneliness more effectively in their first language 
(Spanish) than their second language (English).



Hypotheses!Aim of Study!Introduction!
Loneliness in Children: !
Children, just as adults, experience loneliness in 
response to absent or inadequate social connections.  
Any child may experience loneliness, however, some 
children may be at greater risk to feel lonely in 
schools, such as non-native English speakers. 

Loneliness Can Impact Child Functioning: !
Loneliness is a subjective negative feeling and, in 
children, is associated with emotional, social, 
academic, and physical difficulties. 

Non-Native English Speaking Children:!
The most prominently non-English language spoken 
in the Bay Area is Spanish. Many children grow up 
speaking Spanish at home and learn English later at 
school. They may not become proficient in English 
for years and most also do not acquire academic 
proficiency in Spanish (cannot read or write). 

Bilingualism and Emotional Concepts:!
Researchers suggest that for bilingual speakers the 
first language may be more effective in the 
expression of emotions, such as loneliness.

Bilingualism and Assessment of Loneliness: !
Loneliness in Spanish-English bilingual speakers 
should be measured in Spanish (first language) using 
oral and visual administration as children may not 
read in Spanish. For this study, the paper-and-pencil 
Asher Children’s Loneliness Questionnaire was 
modified to an orally and visually computer-
administered version in both English and Spanish. 
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