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Interview Question 

Have you noticed that 
students from any racial/
ethnic group and or 
gender get suspended 
more often? Which 
groups? 



• P: At this school, I mean um, I’ve heard about it 

happening, but I’ve actually never known for sure. But 

I’ve heard about it happening in the past to people of a 

Mexican background.  

• I: Mm hm.  

• P: Spanish and people who are also African-American. 
•    

A White Male 12th grader who attends an Affluent High School 
Evan 



   P: African-Americans get suspended more than other races at —yeah.  
•  I: Okay. At? Were you going to say something different?  
•  P: Naw, I was just going to say at other schools too. Cause, like—yeah 

like I go to this program “Anger Management” and it’s only Black kids 
in there. But I know if other races do stuff that we do to get in that 
class, they don’t put them in that class. Like it’s only seven African-
Americans in that class.  

•  I: So what happens to the other kids who aren’t Black? What happens 
to them when they do the same thing?  

•  P: Nothing. 
•    

•    

An African-American female 9th grader who attends a mixed income high school 
 

 
Amber 



• Endemic racism recognizes that racism is 

normal in the lives of people of color and 

rooted in all aspects of society. Despite this, 

racism also remains invisible particularly to 

people who hold power.  

Endemic Racism 
Critical Race Theory 



Coexist in Our Public Schools 
Exclusionary Discipline and Learning Time Loss  

Exclusionary discipline 
Learning time loss 



• This research study contextualized learning time 

differentials within historic patterns of exclusionary 

practices in education against low-income Black and 

Latino students. The researcher theorized that race/

ethnicity, class and place were indicators of students 

receiving insufficient learning time, particularly in the 

context of de facto segregated schools. 

• Related Policy: AB 1012 

Problem Statement 



•  In 2014 Students from 7 low-income schools 

across California filed a class action lawsuit 

against the State, Cruz et al. v State of California 

et al., (ACLU, 2014) asking for equivalent  

learning  time to the amount of instructional time 

received by students attending schools in 

wealthier communities. 

Cruz et al. v. State of California et al.  



School Enrollment by Subgroup for the Schools Included in Cruz et 
al. v. State of California et al. class action lawsuit 

School City in 
California/ 

District 

Low-Income 
Enrollment 

African-
American 

Enrollment 

Latino 
Enrollment 

Asian 
Enrollment 

White 
Enrollment 

Florence Griffith 
Joyner 

Elementary 
N=648 

Los Angeles 
LAUSD 

92% 29.6% 69.8% 0.3% 0.2% 

Nystrom 
Elementary 

N=500 

Richmond 
WCCUSD 

97% 21.4% 74.8% 0.6% 0.6% 

Whaley Middle 
School 
N=588 

Compton 
CUSD 

98.5% 8.2% 91.3% N/A N/A 

Castlemont High 
N=564 

Oakland 
OUSD 

89.0% 40.2% 51.2% 1.4% 0.5% 

Compton High 
N=2190 

Compton 
CUSD 

94.2% 17.8% 81.2% N/A 0.3% 

John C Fremont 
High 

N=2329 

Los Angeles 
LAUSD 

92.7% 9.4% 90.2% N/A 0.1% 

Fremont High 
N=727 

Oakland 
OUSD 

86.4% 28.9% 54.5% 8.3% 1.9% 

State 
  

All 58% 6.16% 53.25% 8.7% 25% 



•  California Assembly Bill (AB) 1012 will take effect during the 

2016-2017 school year and would prohibit any school serving 

grades 9-12 from assigning students to classes without 

educational content. This would include circumstances where 

the school did not offer the courses that students needed, such 

as A-G courses. AB 1012 would also prohibit high school 

students from retaking courses that they have previously 

passed. The types of schools that are exempt from this law 

include alternative schools, community day schools, 

continuation schools, and opportunity schools.  

Related Policy 



UCLA researchers surveyed 800 teachers with 

high, medium and low concentration of poverty 

in high schools throughout California. 

�  Key Finding: Students  attending high 

schools with high concentrations of poverty 

lost 2 full weeks of instructional time each 

year due to disruptions and interruptions of 

instruction when compared to students who 

attended high schools in more affluent 

communities. 

It’s About Time, Rogers 
et al. (2014)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Related Study 



Transformative-Emancipatory Research (TER) is: 
is a mixed methods research method designed for work in diverse 
communities. It seeks to include the voices of those being researched or 
affected by the outcomes of research through the use of qualitative 
research tools. It simultaneously uses quantitative research tools to 
inform changes to policy.  TER distinguishes itself from other research 
methodologies, because of its emphasis on both social change and policy 
change. Transformative emancipatory research uses surveys to collect 
quantitative data and interviews to collect qualitative data.  
Transformative Emancipatory Research may influence policy change 
through presenting research at conferences and publishing research 
results. Mertens (2012) is the primary expert on TER in the United States. 
She is a professor, researcher, program evaluator and journal editor.  

Transformative Emancipatory Research 
Methodology 



Carroll’s Theory of Learning Time 

(1963) 
6 Elements of Carroll’s Theory 
• Academic Achievement 
• Aptitude 
• Opportunity to learn 
• Ability to Understand Instruction 
• Quality of Instruction 
• Perseverance 

Theoretical Frameworks  
Theoretical 

Framework #1 



 

� History Timelines 

Theoretical Frameworks  

Theoretical 
Framework#2 



Enslavement of Africans and 
their Descendants 1619-1865 
During this time it was illegal for 
Blacks to read or attend school. 

Jim Crow 1890-1965 Segregated 
Schools for Former Slaves and 
Other People of Color 

Legally enforced Integration of 
Schools begins in 1954 with Brown v. 
Board of Education and declines in 
the 1980s leading into de facto 
segregation 

1980s-Present de facto 
Segregation or re-segregation 
creates similar separate but 
unequal schools, especially in low-
income  communities 

13th Amendment Abolished Slavery 
14th Amendment guaranteed birthright 
citizenship. 
15th  Amendment guaranteed  
the right to vote. 
Civil Rights Era 
Founded in 1909, the NAACP along with 
many individual leaders in the  Civil Rights 
Movement challenged Jim Crow Segregation 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Affirmative Action 1965 
Regents v. Bakke beginning of  limits to 
Affirmative Action 1978. The dismantling of 
Affirmative Action is ongoing today. 
1960s -1980 Magnet Schools, Tracking , 
School Choice, bussing 
1990-Present Pedagogies for the Poor 
(remedial reading/math in place of electives 
for “at Risk students”) Small Schools, Over-
representation of African-Americans in 
Special Education, zero tolerance policies 
leading to disproportionality in 
suspensions of African-American males, 
School to Prison Pipeline, free time or 
office work scheduled for low income 
high school students in place of AP or 
college required courses 

A Historical Context for Exclusionary Practices in Education   
Against African-Americans  



Slavery Map 



 
Manifest Destiny US 
President Polk invades  
Mexico triggering the 
Mexican-American War. 
1848 Mexico surrenders 
New Mexico, California 
and parts of Texas for a 
payment of $15 Million 

Jim Crow 1890-1965 
Segregated Schools for 
Former Slaves and 
Other People of Color 

 
Legally enforced Integration 
of Schools begins in 1954 with 
Brown v. Board of Education 
and declines in the 1980s 
leading into de facto 
segregation 

1980s-Present de facto 
Segregation or re-
segregation creates similar 
separate but unequal schools, 
especially in low-income  
communities 

1845-1848 Mexican American War 
14th Amendment guaranteed birthright citizenship. 
15th  Amendment guaranteed  
the right to vote. 
1904 The US establishes a border control along the 
Mexican border to keep Asians from entering the country 
through Mexico 
1910 The Mexican Revolution forces Mexicans to enter 
the US in search of safety 
1912 New Mexico enters the Union as an official 
bilingual state 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Affirmative Action 1965 
1968 Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund Established 
Regents v. Bakke beginning of  limits to Affirmative 
Action 1978. The dismantling of Affirmative Action is 
ongoing today. 
1960s -1980 Magnet Schools, Tracking , School Choice, 
bussing 
1990-Present Pedagogies for the Poor (remedial 
reading/math in place of electives for “at Risk students”) 
Small Schools, Over-representation of African-
Americans in Special Education, zero tolerance policies 
leading to disproportionality in suspensions of African-
American males, School to Prison Pipeline, free time or 
office work scheduled for low income high school 
students in place of AP or college required courses 
 

A Historical Context for Exclusionary Practices in Education   
Against Latinos 



Manifest Destiny Map 



Critical Race Theory 

� Endemic Racism 

� Race Is a Social Construct 

� Differential Racialization 

� Interest Convergence 

� Voices of Color 

� Antiessentialism/Intersectionality 

Theoretical Frameworks  Theoretical 
Framework #3 



Central Research Question: How do conditions 
associated with socio-economic status, race/ethnicity 
and place impact learning time in public schools? 
 
Secondary Research Question: How do the interviews of 

students, administrators, counselors and teachers about 

the undocumented ways students are being excluded 

from learning time for discipline change our current 

understanding of exclusionary discipline on learning time 

and academic achievement? 

Research Questions 

 
  



Research Framework 

Data 
Collection 

Interviews 
of Students 
Teachers 
Counselors & 
Administrators 

Educator 
Online 

Surveys 

California 
Department 

of 
Education 



•  College Town High School is a mixed socio-economic status 
high school in an integrated school district East of San 
Francisco 

•  East Bay Alternative High School is the low-income continuation 
sister high school of College Town High School serving mostly 
low-income African-American and Latino students 

•  South Bay High School is a high school with a majority 
enrollment of affluent students in a wealthy suburban 
community in Silicon Valley. SBHS has 17% low-income, mostly 
Latino students who travel across town and literally from the 
other side of the Caltrain tracks to get to school  

Three San Francisco Bay Area High Schools 
The Research Setting 



 
 

A Sample of My Research Findings 



Students who attend low-income segregated 

high schools lose more learning time due to 

factors such as neighborhood violence and the 

inability of their schools to hire and retain 

teachers. Problems with neighborhood violence 

and teacher retention were virtually nonexistent 

in the three participating schools in this study.   
 
 
 

Place Matters 



African-American, Latino and low-income 
students were at greater risk for exclusionary 
discipline and learning time loss at the 
participating comprehensive high schools in this 
study, even though both schools were known for 
the excellent quality of the education they 
provide for students.  
 
 
 

Race Matters 



• Research participants used the terms Outsiders or Other 
in reference to students who did not fit into the dominant 
culture’s norm of what a student should act like or look 
like. Examples of students who were described as Other 
or Outsider included: African-American, Latino, Low-
income, Special Education, Gender Expansive, English 
Language Learners, Immigrant, Foster Youth and 
Homeless students. Some students were victimized by 
their teachers or other students for not fitting in. This 
resulted in these “outsider” students skipping school or 
class or transferring to another high school. 

Who Belongs Here? 



Tracking occurred at the two participating comprehensive 
schools in this study, but study participants were reluctant 
to call it tracking. At College Town High certain students 
had less access to AP courses. At South Bay High School 
beginning EL students were placed on a track that would 
allow them to earn a high school diploma, but the courses 
they took were not A-G compliant. This meant these 
students could not apply to attend college in the UC/CSU 
systems after high school. 
 
 
 

Tracking Happens 



East Bay Alternative 

•  66% African-American 

•  78.8% low SES 

•  85% of students have no family history of attending college 

•  29% are Special Education Students 

•  18% are homeless 

•  Many students have parents who are incarcerated or have been 
incarcerated 

 

 

 

Who Goes to the Continuation School? 



District Enrollment Comparison College Town USD 

Demographics 2014-15	 College Town High 

School	

East Bay Alternative 

High School	

Total Enrollment 2016	 3,103	 85	

Asian	 248 (8%)	 3 (4%)	

Black/African-American	 559 (18%)	 56 (66%)	

Latino/Hispanic	 682 (22%)	 17 (20%)	

White	 1,210 (39%)	 6 (7%)	

Two or More Races	 357 (11.5%)	 2 (2%)	

Low SES	 900 (29.23%)	 67 (78.8%)	



 
South Bay Alternative 

• 76% low SES 

• 68% Latino 

• 8th Graders who have failed middle school 
 
 
 

Who Goes to the Continuation School? 



District Enrollment Comparison South Bay USD  

Demographics 2014-15	 South Bay High 

School 9th-12th	

South Bay View High 

School 9th-12th	

South Bay Alternative 

9th-12th	

Total Enrollment	 1,836	 1,920	 113	

Asian	 405 (22%)	 397 (20.6%)	 6 (5%)	

Black/African-American	 30 (1.6%)	 31 (1.6%)	 4 (3.5%)	

Filipino	 68 (3.7%)	 50 (2.6%)	 4 (3.5%)	

Latino/Hispanic	 397 (22%)	 534 (27%)	 77 (68%)	

White	 872 (47%)	 859 (44.7%)	 19 (16.8%)	

Two or More Races	 43 (5.1%)	 41 (2.1%)	 1 (<1%)	

Low SES	 316 (17.2%)	 390 (20.3%)	 76 (67%)	



Dedoose Codes 



Coding Was Used to Analyze Survey Data 

Student Attendance (35/101) 
School Aversion (7) 
Alternative School (3) 
Student Discipline (43 
Family Issues (1) 
  

Student Attendance Cont. 
Other Learning Time  
Loss (4) 
Student Safety (6) 
Transportation (2) 
 
 

Scheduling (7/21) 
Transportation (2) 
Classes without Academic 
Content (3) 
A-G (9) 
Student Supports (34/63) 
Student Instructor 
Communication (7) 
Student Adult Caring 
Relationships (10) 
Student Voice (1) 
College (11) 
 

Teacher Retention (14/16) 
Substitutes (2) 
Race (2/41) 
African-American (7) 
African-American/ Latino 
Disproportionality (3) 
Tracking (4) 
Outsider (1) 
Student Adult Caring 
Relationships (10) 
Student Voice (1) 
College (11) 
Special Education (2) 
 



What Student Voice Looks Like to the Counselor 

 
 

[Student] “—I’m so mad. This, this teacher did this, this teacher 
did that.”  
[Counselor] I was like,  “Wow, what happened? Did you have 
breakfast?”  
And I changed the thing so it was about her day.  
[Student] “No, I didn’t have breakfast. I didn’t have time—I was 
running out of the house.” 
[Counselor] And I’m like, “Here’s a granola bar. So what 
happened in class?”  
And in that whole process they’re calming down and it’s like they 
just need their voice heard. It’s like that’s all it is. And, they can’t 
get their voice heard during instruction time. It’s not going to 
happen, because the teacher is teaching class and doesn’t have the 
ability to listen to that one student.  



What Student Voice Looks like to Teachers 
Disruption, Defiance & Not Following Directions 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 

Disruption 

Nonpunitive Time Out 

Defiance 

Not Following Directions 

Distracting Others 

Lack of Focus 

Long Errand 

Prefight 

Restorative Justice 

Sexual Gestures 

Sleeping in Class 

Reasons Teachers Asked Students to Leave Class 



 “They believe we breed criminals 
here” Dr. Thomas, principal of East 

Bay Alternative High School 
The continuation high schools in this study  
•  reveal who is losing the most learning time in 

school 
•  Are used as depositories for students with severe 

discipline problems, e.g. gang members 
•  White parents balk at sending their children to 

the continuation schools in both districts in this 
study 

 
 
  



Recommendations 

Learning Time Loss 



Invest More Money in Public Schools 
to Close the opportunity Gap 

Finding: Low-income African-American and Latino 
students are at greatest risk for learning time loss when 
they attend schools in low-income segregated 
communities.   
Ladson-Billings and Haveman (2006) argued that 
shifting money spent policing and maintaining poverty 
in low-income communities to investing in public 
schools would break the cycle of generational poverty 
and pay down educational debt owed to these students.  
 



The Cruz et al. Class Action Lawsuit Is Not 
Fully Settled 

The Cruz et al. settlement (ACLU Foundation of So. California, 
2015) only resolved some of the challenges to equitable learning 
time for high school students. This class action lawsuit should 
be settled for elementary and middle school plaintiffs. 
 
Since learning time loss begins in elementary school and gets 
progressively worse, resolving problems related to teacher 
vacancies, following up on absent and truant students, making 
up lessons lost due to lockdowns as well as providing 
counseling for traumatized students, requiring sufficient course 
offerings and timely master schedules in middle school would 
increase the likelihood that these students would be at grade 
level in high school.  



Exclusionary Discipline:  
“If You Build It, [They] Will Come”  

Paraphrased from Field of Dreams (1989) 
This study included two models for discipline. Teachers 
at College Town High School used a time out room for 
discipline and South Bay High School’s policy about 
discipline was that teachers would not exclude students 
from class for discipline.  
 
College Town High School should eliminate its 
discipline room, particularly since 99% of students who 
are referred there are Black. The money saved could be 
spent on training teachers in culturally responsive 
teaching techniques and ways to build healthy 
relationships with students of color.     



Specific Recommendations 
End Self-segregation 

Survey data made it clear that College Town High School 
(CTHS) has a racism problem, especially related to the 
treatment of African-American students. In this environment, 
rising 8th graders naturally choose learning communities with 
higher percentages of students of color.  
 
(CTHS) is now considering coring all ninth graders together. 
Then allowing them to join learning communities in 10th grade. 
When the school moves forward with this plan, it is also 
important to allow students from different racial and socio-
economic groups opportunities to get to know one another 
personally. The school should also provide students (and staff) 
with training on cultural and racial sensitivity. 
 



Absences 
District data indicates that College Town High School 
has a chronic absence problem amongst its African-
American students. This is partially related to truancy.  
 
Students like Lawrence, a participant in this research, 
need to be stopped, not ignored by staff when they are 
cutting classes.  
Research participants reported that some teachers 
made students feel unwelcome. Students will be more 
likely to come to school if their teachers make them 
feel like they belong and have valuable contributions 
to make.  
 



Tracking 
Tracking at South Bay High School (SBHS) put up barriers to A-G requirements 
making it impossible for EL ones, twos and some threes to meet UC/CSU 
eligibility requirements after high school. Similarly, many Black and Latino 
students at College Town High School (CTHS) were enrolled in remedial or 
other courses instead of AP courses.  
Due to its legacy of racism and classism, tracking should not be practiced at 
either of these high schools, when their focus is so clearly on providing a high 
quality high school experience. EL students at SBHS should instead be 
provided with tutoring support, which research participants described as 
abundant. If Black and Latino and other students who have traditionally been 
steered away from AP courses need additional support at CTHS this support is 
available through  programs such as AVID that help students keep up with their 
assignments and grades and communicate with teachers. Supporting students of 
color in AP courses would also be a good use of College mentors at CTHS. 
Research participants described how these mentors were able to attract students 
to an after school tutoring program, when those same students cut school all 
day. 
  

 



Future Research 
� Learning Time Loss at Elementary and Middle 

Schools 
� A longitudinal study measuring Learning Time 

Loss over students TK-12 school experience 
looking at the impact of race, class and place 

� Learning Time Loss focused on students who  
 attend continuation high schools 
�  Learning Time loss that includes other perspectives 

of parents and other school staff, such as secretaries 
 



“We just celebrated the anniversary of Brown v. 
Board of Education and some of these schools are 
in worse shape than those in Topeka.” ACLU 
attorney Mark Rosenbaum 

!

California high school 
students Briana Lamb 
and Cristian Gaspar  
are named in Cruz et al. 
v. State of California et 
al.. 
Photo and quote: 
www.npr.org blogs/ed/
2014/5/29/316701934/
aclu-sues-california-for-
equal-learning-time 


