
❄   Winter Reads 2020 ❄  
Looking for an excellent book to enjoy over winter break for yourself  
or someone you love? Here’s some of our favorite reads from 2020! 

 

At a time when so many small businesses are struggling to keep their doors open, we encourage folks 
to support our local bookstores, including Marcus Books, Pegasus Books, Mrs. Dalloways, and Ashay 
by the Bay (linked to the titles below). Thanks to feedback from our reader community, also please 
consider these hometown favorites Moe’s Books, Eastwind Books, Mr. Mopps, Books Inc., Bandung 
Books.  Thanks for keeping it Bay!  

Our Favorite YA Reads of 2020 

 
A captivating modern 

fantasy about Black sirens, 
friendship, and 

self-discovery set against 
the challenges of today's 

racism and sexism. 

A YA romantic comedy 
about identity and 

acceptance. Perfect for 
fans of John Green and To 

All the Boys I’ve Loved 
Before. 

 
Filled with mystery and a 

rich magic system, 
Legendborn offers the dark 
allure of City of Bones with 

a modern-day twist on a 
classic legend and a lot of 
Southern Black Girl Magic. 

 
A ripped-from-the- 
headlines novel of 

desperation, escape, and 
survival across the 

U.S.-Mexico border. An epic 
journey of resilience, 
heartache, and hope. 

 
Graphic novel memoir about a 

Korean-born girl who is 
abruptly transplanted from 

Seoul to Huntsville, Alabama, 
and struggles with extreme 

 
The story of a boy who flees 
Iran as a small child, detours 

through a refugee camp in 
Italy, then winds up in middle 

school in Oklahoma, where he 

This short story collection 
is a call-to-action that 

invites all families to be 
anti-racist and advocates 

 
Learn about identities, true 
histories, and anti-racism 

work in 20 carefully laid out 
chapters.  

https://bookshop.org/shop/marcusbooks
https://www.pegasusbookstore.com/
https://www.mrsdalloways.com/
https://ashaybythebay.com/
https://ashaybythebay.com/
https://www.moesbooks.com/
https://www.asiabookcenter.com/
https://www.moppsbooks.com/
https://www.booksinc.net/
https://bookshop.org/shop/BandungBooks
https://bookshop.org/shop/BandungBooks
https://bookshop.org/books/a-song-below-water/9781250315328
https://www.pegasusbookstore.com/book/9781984812230
https://bookshop.org/books/legendborn/9781534441606
https://www.mrsdalloways.com/book/9781984812261
https://bookshop.org/books/almost-american-girl-an-illustrated-memoir/9780062685094
https://www.mrsdalloways.com/book/9781646140008
https://ashaybythebay.com/products/speaking-with-spirit?_pos=3&_sid=dd2f17569&_ss=r
https://ashaybythebay.com/products/this-book-is-anti-racist-20-lessons-on-how-to-wake-up-take-action-and-do-the-work?_pos=1&_sid=dd2f17569&_ss=r


culture shock and isolation, 
until she discovers her passion 

for comic arts. 

is met with both curiosity and 
suspicion. 

for change.  

 
Heartbreak and hope exist 
together in this remarkable 

graphic novel about 
growing up in a refugee 

camp, as told by a Somali 
refugee to the Newbery 

Honor-winning creator of 
Roller Girl. 

 
This YA memoir-in-verse tells 
the story of an Gansworth’s 
Onondaga and grapples with 

the slur common in Native 
communities, for someone 

“red on the outside, white on 
the inside,” and reclaims it.  

 
Two teenagers, strangers to 
each other, have decided to 
jump from the same bridge 
at the same time. But what 

results is far from 
straightforward in this 

absorbing, honest lifesaver.  

 
A trans boy determined to 

prove his gender to his 
traditional Latinx family 
summons a ghost who 

refuses to leave in Aiden 
Thomas's paranormal YA 

debut. 

Our adult recommendations:  

 
Drawing on her life as an 

indigenous scientist, and as 
a woman, Kimmerer shows 

how other living 
beings...offer us gifts and 

lessons, even if we've 
forgotten how to hear their 

voices. 

 
Examines the unspoken 

caste system that has 
shaped America and shows 
how our lives today are still 

defined by a hierarchy of 
human divisions. 

 
A ruthlessly honest, 

emotionally charged, and 
utterly original exploration 

of Asian American 
consciousness and the 
struggle to be human 

 
An archive of collective 
memory and exuberant 

testimony. A luminous map 
to navigate an opaque and 

disorienting present. An 
infinite geography of 

possible futures. What 
does it mean to be Black 

and alive right now? 

https://www.pegasusbookstore.com/book/9780525553915
https://www.mrsdalloways.com/book/9781646140138
https://www.mrsdalloways.com/book/9781338325034
https://bookshop.org/books/cemetery-boys/9781250250469
https://www.pegasusbookstore.com/book/9781571311771
https://bookshop.org/books/caste-oprah-s-book-club-the-origins-of-our-discontents-9780593230251/9780593230251
https://bookshop.org/books/minor-feelings-an-asian-american-reckoning/9781984820365
https://bookshop.org/books/black-futures/9780399181139


*Reviews adapted from book seller websites 
 
Want to know more about what we’re reading and what’s going on in the BHS Library?  

Check out our Goodreads and Instagram!  
 

 
 

 
Set in the Brooklyn projects 

in 1969, a perpetually 
inebriated deacon called 

Sportcoat aims a gun at the 
neighborhood’s main drug 
dealer in the public plaza 

and pulls the trigger. 

 
A deeply personal novel 
about race, pop culture, 

immigration, assimilation, 
and escaping the roles we 

are forced to play. 

 
A mother and daughter with 

a shared talent for 
healing--and for the 

conjuring of curses--are at 
the heart of this dazzling 

first novel. 

 
An isolated mansion. A 
chillingly charismatic 

aristocrat. And a brave 
socialite drawn to expose 
their treacherous secrets. 

 
Inspired by the civilizations 

of the Pre-Columbian 
Americas and woven into a 
tale of celestial prophecies, 

political intrigue, and 
forbidden magic. 

 
A stunning new novel 

about twin sisters, 
inseparable as children, 

who ultimately choose to 
live in two very different 

worlds, one black and one 
white. 

 
An essential guide to 

building transformative 
movements to address the 

challenges of our time, 
from one of the country's 
leading organizers and a 
co-creator of Black Lives 

Matter.  

 
In the late 1800s, three 
sisters use witchcraft to 

change the course of 
history in Alix E. Harrow's 
powerful novel of magic 

and the suffragette 
movement. 

https://www.goodreads.com/user/show/67894658-berkeley-high-library
https://www.instagram.com/berkeleyhighlibrary/
https://www.pegasusbookstore.com/book/9780735216723
https://www.pegasusbookstore.com/book/9780307907196
https://bookshop.org/books/conjure-women/9780525511489
https://bookshop.org/books/mexican-gothic/9780525620785
https://bookshop.org/books/black-sun-9781534437685/9781534437678
https://bookshop.org/books/the-vanishing-half-9780525536291/9780525536291
https://bookshop.org/books/the-purpose-of-power-how-we-come-together-when-we-fall-apart/9780525509684
https://www.mrsdalloways.com/book/9780316422048

