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Board of Education 

Berkeley Unified School District 

2020 Bonar Street 

Berkeley, CA 94702 

 

June 15, 2022 

 

Dear Board of Education: 

 

We, the undersigned individuals, request that the Board of Education convene a task force to 

explore providing true reparations to current African-American students in Berkeley Unified 

School District. 

 

For too long, the impact of slavery and anti-Black federal, state, local, and district policies have led 

to worse educational outcomes for African-American students, including here in Berkeley. For 

instance, African-American students are: 

- More likely to be disciplined 

- More likely to be identified as needing special education services 

- More likely to drop out of school 

- Less likely to attend gifted and talented programs 

- Less likely to be at grade level in math or reading 

- Less likely to graduate ready for college or a career 

 

These opportunity gaps are systemic and have persisted for decades. While there have been 

numerous attempts to improve African-American student academic and life outcomes in BUSD 

(e.g., The Diversity Project, Vision 2020), none have directly responded to the root cause - the 

historical sin of slavery and its legacy that is still felt today. Reparations for African-American 

students begins the important work of healing from slavery and discriminatory policies.  

 

Many “true” reparations programs - unrestricted cash payments to recipients - already exist. Two 

of the most well-known are the cash payments by the U.S. Government to Japanese-Americans, 

who were forcibly removed to concentration camps during World War II, and the cash payments 

by the German Government to Holocaust survivors (both directly to survivors and via the Israeli 

Government).  

 

The need for true reparations in response to the institution of U.S. slavery has existed for over 150 

years but it has recently taken on increased public attention. A number of local jurisdictions are 

exploring reparations or have already instituted other types of reparations. The City of Berkeley 

recently launched an effort to explore reparations and Evanston, IL recently launched a 

reparations program aimed at providing financial assistance to African-American residents in 

response to historic discriminatory housing practices. However, no “true” reparations program for 
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descendants of enslaved people currently exists at the federal, state, or local level. It is time for 

that to change; BUSD can and should lead such a change. 

 

We recommend that the purpose of the task force be to make recommendations in response to 

the following prompts: 

- How to structure and implement a true reparations program for BUSD students with 

ancestors who were enslaved in the U.S. 

- How to fund or finance such a program. 

- What policies need to be developed to implement such a program. 

 

To help make such recommendations, the task force should also be charged with engaging key 

stakeholders (i.e., students, families, teachers, and staff) and, if possible, aligning its activities with 

those of the City of Berkeley. 

 

We look forward to hearing more about the Board's leadership on this issue. We know that the 

work done by this committee will have a lasting impact on the lives of African-American students 

in BUSD and begin the healing work needed to address our nation’s history of slavery, human 

bondage, and anti-Black policies.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Abby Ejigu* 

Adena Ishii* 

Akemi Hamai 

Akilah Shaheed 

Alice Slaughter * 

Amanda Cardno* 

Amber Spencer  

Ana Zamost* 

Aneka Boykin* 

Ann Marie Callegari* 

Anthony L. Hughes 

Ayanna Davis* 

Barbara Atwell* 

Bertha Brown* 

Bill Chapman 

Carla Bryant* 

Carol Finis Perez* 

Carol Perez* 

Cassie King* 

Christina Liu* 
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Dean Rene 

Deborah Agre* 

Diana Tsoi* 

Don Mullen 

Eileen Joyce* 

Elana Auerbach* 

Eloise Rossiter 

Erika M. Bunnin* 

Erin Alexander 

Erin Le* 

Esther Rojas Soto 

Gerald Baptiste* 

Gerald Lenoir* 

Igor Tregub* 

Jalayah Babitt* 

James Chang* 

Jennie Bowers* 

Joan Facher* 

Jocelyn D Foreman 

Joshua R. Daniels* 

Julian Redwood* 

Juliana Harrison* 

Jumia Simmons* 

Kacy Hatcher Robinson* 

Kameka Goodwin* 

Katherine Mason* 

Kevin Craddock II 

Kieron Slaughter* 

Kim Hraca 

Kristina McNaught* 

Larez Davenport* 

LaTrina R. Franklin 

Laura Rolen 

Leah Redwood* 

Linda Franklin* 

Mansour Id-Deen* 

Margot Smith* 

Marques J. Williams * 

Mary (Mattson) Elieisar* 

Masha Albrecht* 

Meredith Stout* 
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Michele Ferrell * 

Michelle Del Cueto* 

Mildred Scherr 

Miranda Maupin* 

Moni Trenise Law* 

Netsanet Melaku* 

Noam Perry* 

Pamela White* 

Pastor Rev. Dwayne L. Phillips * 

Paula A. Phillips 

Philipp M. Pelz* 

Phuoc Le* 

Priscilla W Hine* 

Ramal Lamar El 

Rebecca Gross* 

Renaye Boutte Eason* 

Rev. Angela Leah Jernigan* 

Rhonda Jefferson 

Rick Herbert * 

Rochelle Watson* 

Roquael Baham 

Sam Frankel* 

Sarah Patterson* 

Sharline Chiang* 

Shira Wolkenfeld 

Spencer Pritchard 

Steve Martinot* 

Suzette Chaumette, MPH* 

Tia Pelz* 

Timothy W. Carter* 

Twanisha Elaine Brewer * 

Ursula Sanders* 

Vicki Alexander  

Vivian Wiggins 

Willie Phillips* 

 

*Current Berkeley resident 

 


