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BUSD'S RETHINKING THANKSGIVING
TK-8 TEACHING GUIDE

Photo still from the video, "The Wampanoag Way"
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VIDEO on how to pronounce
Wampanoag and The Wôpanâak
Language Revitalization Project
SHORT ARTICLE on "How to Teach
Thanksgiving in a Socially
Responsible Way"
VIDEO on why some Native peoples
observe a National Day of Mourning
every Thanksgiving
ARTICLE on the Bay Area 1969 Indians
of All Tribes occupation of Alcatraz
and the significance of the annual
Indigenous Peoples Thanksgiving
Sunrise Ceremony
PODCAST by All My Relations,
episode: "ThanksTaking or
ThanksGiving?"
VIDEO of Indigenous teens talk about
the real Thanksgiving
ARTICLE about the First Thanksgiving
myth VS fact

DEEPEN KNOWLEDGE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmisO7pdMW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR4UN5dZwTM
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-thanksgiving-in-a-socially-responsible-way
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OW0s8ToCyU8
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/indigenous-peoples-thanksgiving-alcatraz-sunrise-ceremony-1969-occupation-native-resistance
https://podcasts.apple.com/ru/podcast/thankstaking-or-thanksgiving/id1454424563?i=1000499682949&l=en
https://www.teenvogue.com/video/watch/the-real-history-of-thanksgiving
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/thanksgiving-myths-facts-mayflower-landing
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TEACHING RESOURCES
(All grades) LESSONS "Five Ideas to Change Teaching about
Thanksgiving, in Classrooms and at Home" written by an Indigenous
parent and educator
(All grades) RESOURCE Harvest Ceremony, Beyond the Thanksgiving
Myth
(TK-2nd) LESSON on Harvest Festivals
(TK-5th) VIDEO on The Wampanoag Way
(Middle School) LESSON about Thanksgiving as a day of mourning

READ ALOUDS

Click on book covers for lessons, read aloud links, and more

GIVE BACK & GET INVOLVED
Sogorea Te' Land Trust

Save the West Berkeley Shellmound
American Indian Child Resource Center

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe
Advocates for Indigenous 

California Language Survival 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsIxsPDOVoA
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=75628
https://keepunumuk.com/
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=21213
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=1386
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/national-museum-american-indian/2020/11/14/five-ideas-teach-thanksgiving/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/national-museum-american-indian/2020/11/14/five-ideas-teach-thanksgiving/
https://neaedjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/NMAI_Harvest_Study_Guide.pdf?_ga=2.179180516.1158943141.1664925381-424049462.1664925380
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11G2cisceiDxwmzxsIEiAqcQp1xvHv-WW3tuOGwk8zYc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmisO7pdMW4
https://sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/thanksgiving-mourning-249074
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/
https://shellmound.org/
http://www.aicrc.org/
http://www.muwekma.org/
https://aicls.org/
https://aicls.org/
https://aicls.org/


Art by Lexx Valdez

4 RETHINKING THANKSGIVING TEACHING TIPS

When speaking about the Thanksgiving story, think about being specific.
INSTEAD of Pilgrims and Indians >>> TRY colonists and Wampanoags. 
INSTEAD of Indians >>> TRY Indigenous Peoples or Native Peoples. 

1. The Harvest celebration is something that Indigenous Peoples and other
communities celebrate throughout the world. It is not unique to
Thanksgiving. This is something to share and talk about with your class.

2. Accurate language and vocabulary matters. Inaccurate language can
sometimes lead to the erasure of people of color. 

3. Share stories of resistance and resilience: Without the Wampanoags, the
first colonists would not have survived. They are essential to the story of
survival.

4. Older learners can start to understand why it’s called a “Day of
Mourning” for many Indigenous communities.

Sources: Adapted From San Diego Unified School District’s Ethnic Studies
Department’s Rethinking Thanksgiving Resource Guide and Akomawt.org's
Indigenous Terminology Guide.

https://www.akomawt.org/uploads/1/2/1/1/121155130/guide_to_indigenous_terminology.pdf

