Working together as a

Vision

For Berkeley's Children and Youth

community to close the
academic achievement gap in

Berkeley public schools.

Fall 2011

student success:

Kindergarten Readiness

Early learning opportunities, regular reading,

and smooth transitioning from Pre-K all help
a student succeed from the start!

Reading Proficiency by 3rd Grade
Being able to read “at level” by the 3rd grade
allows a student to keep up with the reading
required to succeed in all subjects moving
forward.

Attendance & Truancy
Studies show that steady attendance from

Kindergarten through High School are tied
directly to student success. Students must be
present to learn!

BERKELEY ALLIANCE
‘

Building partnerships for a better Berkeley

Three critical factors for

What is 2020

Berkeley public schools have an academic achievement gap.
The 2020 Vision for Berkeley’s Children and Youth is a city-
wide effort to close that gap.

In partnership, Berkeley Alliance, Berkeley Unified School
District, the City of Berkeley, UC Berkeley, Berkeley Community
College, Berkeley Federation of Teachers, Berkeley Organizing
Congregations for Action, and other community organizations
are working to close the academic achievement gap between
by the year 2020!

In the 2011-2012 School Year, we are focusing on the three
critical factors for student success: Kindergarten Readiness,
Reading Proficiency by 3rd Grade, and Attendance & Truancy.

Want to learn more or get involved?

Contact us at admin@berkeleyalliance.org or visit our

website: www.berkeleyalliance.org




Vision

For Berkeley's Children and Youth

New ways we are working to help your
student succeed this year!

Keep your eye out for the following:

Kindergarten Readiness

e To supportasmooth
transition into
Kindergarten, we will be co-
hosting an Early Childhood
Education to Kindergarten

Collaborative with First 5
to connect Pre-K and K
teachers.

e BUSD Kindergarten
classrooms will be piloting a
universal assessment that
will provide data on areas of
needed support among our
Kindergarteners.

e (City of Berkeley Recreation
will be providing Power
Play programs to help pre-K
students learn critical self-
regulation skills.

Reading Proficiency by
3rd Grade

Every K-3 child scoring
basic or below basic will
have an opportunity to work
with a tutor. The BUILD:
Equity through Literacy
program will match
struggling readers with a
regular tutor who has been
trained by BUSD Literacy
coaches to provide reading
support & practice for
students. This program will
align daytime learning with
after school tutoring at
every BUSD elementary &
all City after school
programs.

Attendance & Truancy

A child must be at school to
learn. We will be
implementing interventions
this year to identify and
intervene early with
students and families when
students are chronically
absent or truant.

For more information on
each of these areas of work
or to get involved in the
2020 Vision, write Maria
Porter, Berkeley Alliance
Executive Director at
mporter(@berkelevalliance.org,
call 510-644-8916, or visit

www.berkeleyalliance.org

Tips for helping your student with reading at home...

* Bring a book!
Bring along a book or
magazine wherever you go
so that if there is down time,
it can be an opportunity to
read.

* Read it again!
Encourage your child to re-
read favorite books. Re-
reading helps kids read
more quickly and learn.

* Ask questions!

Ask your child questions
about the story you've just
read, such as “Why do you
think Sam did that?”

¢ Take control of the TV

TV and video games can eat
up valuable reading time.
Encourage reading as a free-
time activity.

* Pick books that are at the
right level.
Help your child pick books
that are not too difficult.
Successful reading
experiences make a joyful &
interested reader!

* Read to each other!
Take turns reading aloud at
bedtime. Kids enjoy this
special time.



