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More information about JAMRS is available at www.baypeace.org. or at
www.defense.gov/jamrs_survey_optout.html
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The Berkeley Unified School District Board of Education has officially adopted the California Department of
Education (CDE)/California State Board of Education standards in mathematics, Englishflanguage arts, English
language development, science, history-social science and the challenge standards in the visual and performing
I"#S%&&' (&) #*+(,&#-.&/"0.1+"2$&!()&3-144.(5.&$#!()!")$&6"+0&#-. & 789&! () & #!#.&;+!") &$."<.&!$&5=) .4*(.$&6+"&
Berkeley standards in other areas. Standards outline specific areas of knowledge that students are taught during

a particular grade and/or course. Each fall parents/guardians receive copies of their student’s grade level
standards. Standards are also available on the CDE website: www.cde.ca.gov. Websites can be accessed on

computers at Berkeley Public Libraries.!

|
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Report cards are a tool for teachers to communicate with parents/guardians about the student’s progress towards

grade level standards. ?6'9'/& A< 1%&;0'/&%!A'7'$B"TA'@2A&! 7.A0%! &#A"1 &$9'%! J1428'9'/& A<! A'@2A&! 7.A0%!
A>6'7&!&#'1FA.0'16'B'6!%&./0. AO%RQBO06' /0 #$F#! % 7#22B/6&;0'/&%! A'7T'$B'| A'@2A&! 7.A0%!>2;Al&$9'%! .| <" A4l &5$7'!
@'Al%'9'%&'AIN.@ @A2[-I'B'A<!/$/'15"3%0O-11800$&$2/.66<41%'72/0. A<!%T7#226!%&;0'/&%!A'7T'$B' @ A2FA' %Y HA' @ 2A&Y
5.<! &#A2;F#!" T#IFA.0$/F!@'A$20IN.>&'Al. @ @A2[$9.&'6<!d-a!5"3%O-!

|
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In the spring of each year, all students in grades 2411 are required to take the state mandated achievement tests

as part of the State’s Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR). However, a Special Education
student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) may allow this student to take an alternate exam. The results of these

tests are mailed to parents/guardians. These test scores are used, along with other test scores and achievement

data, to assess individual student achievement and the quality of instructional programs. Parents !"#$%&!"(&)*$

can use individual scores to monitor the progress of their students. For more information about the assessments

that will be used with your student, please talk with his/her teacher. Information on the state testing program in
general is po!"#$%&'%" (#%)*+% #-1."#/

California English Language Development Test (CELDT)!

All English Learners are given the California English Language Development Test initially upon enrollment in
Berkeley Schools and annually thereafter. This testing is mandated !"#$%&#'$($&)#*(+& $'#-.#,.$#%(/&#$%&# . *$0. #
to waive this requirement. The results are used for appropriate program placement of students and to ensure

that all students attain proficiency in English.!

California High School Exit Exam!

Students are required to pass the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) to receive a high school diploma.
I"#$%&'())$*+$,*-#.8/0$122$/#./"$,314#3+$* . $/"#$+53* , $ 1/$/"#$+6"002$+*/#$473*. . $3#,7213$+6"002$"073+8$$(/74#./+
will: (1) receive results of the exam within eight weeks after testing is complete, (2) have opportunities to retake

the exam or any part of the exam not previously passed, and (3) receive additional instruction, if needed, to help
ensure success.!

!
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The Berkeley Unified School District Board of Education has adopted a Pupil Promotion/ Retention Policy that is
in compliance with legislation passed in January of 1999 (AB1626) requiring that students meet minimum grade
level standards to be promoted to the next grade. Each!school site is required to provide intervention programs
for students who are not making adequate progress towards grade level standards and are at risk of retention.
The Pupil Promotion/Retention Policy can be found in Section 9 of this handbook. Kindergarten and first grade
students may only be retained with the consent of the parent or guardian.!

!

!
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A minimum of 220 credits in grades 942 is required for graduation. These credits include:!
¥  English: 40 credits, 8 semester courses!
¥ History: 40 credits, 8 semester courses n one year of Freshman Social Studies, which includes Social
Living and Ethnic Studies, one year of World History, one year of U.S. History, one semester of
American Government, and one semester of Economics!
¥ Science: 20 credits, 4 semester courses n one year of Physical Science and one year of Biological Science!
¥ Mathematics: 20 credits, 4 semesters of Mathematics courses that are offered at BHS, or that BHS
courses are the prerequisites for. Courses repeated may not count twice. (Successful completion of one
year of Algebra, or equivalent, is required.)!
¥ Physical Education: 20 credits, 4 semester courses!
¥ Foreign Language: 10 credits, 2 semester courses!
or!
¥  Visual or Performing Arts: 10 credits, one yeal"#$"%$&" ()*&+,"-1%."/#'(01"%!"2&!-%!.#$3"4!,'3
I
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The Board of Education has adopted a standard grading policy, which can be found in Section 9 of this
handbook. It is also important to note that after proper notification, a student’s grades, transcript, and diploma
can be withheld for damage to or failure to return school property (e.g., books, uniforms, lockers).
Parents/guardians will be notified in writing of the student’s alleged misconduct prior to the withholding of
grades, transcript, or diploma (Education Code 48904). If you believe there is an error in grading, the first step is
to contact the teacher. Ultimately, only the teacher of record can change a grade (Education Code 49066a). !
I
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"#'1 Student Success Team!N629'€&$9'%!7.66'0! .| K&;0'/&! K&;0<!"™.941 2A!l KK"O!$%! . A'F;6.A!'0;7.&$2/4! @A216'9
%26B$EFA2; @' @A27'%%! &#.&!$%!'"9@62<'0!5#/!.1%&;0'/&!$%!#.BS/FI0$>>$7,6&$'%! $/1%7#2264!./0!5#/1$/$&$.6!'>>:
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According to state and federal law, all students aged 3 to 21 years, who qualify for special education services,
regardless of physical and/or mental ability, are entitled to a free and appropriate public education. To ensure

IS 1"%&S %0 ("S %&S ) *1+,1+-.8 &) +,%0#/$ %0&!"1,1%*0#/$ #0-$ SHPUR"!" (#" ($(%0)(*)" +," I+-."/+!"0%+1' 213!%& ()4’
cognitive, and emotional disabilities. The overriding mandate in assessing need and delivering services is that

the student should be taught in the least restrictive environment. Therefore, when a student is referred for

special education, every effort is made to serve the student in the regular general education program. !
!
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I"#$1%&'#$ ($)*+$,-.$/0*+%*1$ 230454 pport students’ academic achievement by providing extended day and
year programs, teacher specialists, tutors, materials and other valuable resources. In addition, the District uses
"#3%&'&()*+,&(-.&/0#%."0$,&0%+&#.0"*"*1&(-.&20.%*#,&"*&0.%0, & HSHBL (X + &#,)*#9',- .|/ (*&-0*0&H#&*&-&! (1" 1*&1*
I"#H#$%&$'(%)*)*+$",-.90'/(&$'/$!/(0$!)'1$2%("*'&3
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significantly changed many Federal education programs, including Title I. Districts are now required to notify
parents annually of the following provisions of the law.!

Teacher Qualifications:!
Parents have the right to request information regarding the professional qualifications of their child’s teacher
annually, including, at a minimum:!
¥  Whether the teacher has met State credential or license criteria for grade level and subject matter taught!
¥  Whether the teacher is teaching with an emergency credential or other provisional status!
¥ The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held!
¥  Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals, and, if so, their qualifications.!

Additionally, paraprofessionals supported by Title I funds must meet the following criteria: !
¥ Complete two years of higher education study, or!
¥  Obtain an Associate’s or higher degree, or!



¥ DPass a formal State or local academic assessment that demonstrates knowledge of and the ability to
assist in teaching reading, writing, and mathematics or reading, writing, and mathematics readiness.!
!
Program Improvement Schools:!
A school that fails to demonstrate adequate yearly progress (AYP) for two consecutive years will be identified as

a Program Improvement School. In order for a school or district to make AYP, it must have:!
¥ "HEN%& &) +,-+-,*&-)" 00" &FH #4$.()HH" +(,%-,/&)0" 1X" - 12-3(" *4(" +,-%&'&()* 5(3(5" -)" *4(" #*1*(6&.("
M $HN& H#*1++'1%), - (M#1./"01%0-0.1%&"231*(245 |
¥ HS%&"HEH () H+&," .- +&"-10#,&" Yo# 1%, &$$#&LO2ABkignificant subgroup;!
¥ I"#$%&'(")*+,-.)",$0%$-*1),"21+,3"41/25 "#$%#& ' $(WbHor at least one point of growth; and !
¥ A graduation rate that increases one tenth of one percent until the school reaches 100%.!

Any school that has been identified for Program Improvement must promptly notify parents as follows: !
*- An explanation of what the identification means, and how the school compares in terms of academic
M"#$9%08&%'%()*)+*+)#%,*%-%"%()!, . X/ "#++-1*+ %"+ (01, */"H#++-/*$(*)#%*1$/),$") *1 (0*)#%*2)!) %6 3*

(- UHSYHHS Yo Yo() Yo+ *S(+&-+- (+HSY6!S, %61$Y6* JOIS! (+HSYeHEY6 1)1 (V6()*Yo"-JHHOYo+" Vo #+$ 2% (HI0!,, *"" () * Y6/ H#3

U'#SI%H& () +*,*- [# |
- An explanation of what the District or State educational agency is doing to help the school address the
achievement problem;!
d- An explanation of how the parents can become involved in addressing the academic issues that caused
the school to be identified for school improvement; and !
a- An explanation of the parents' option to transfer their child to another public school, with
"#$%&"#!('$)&" ovided, or to obtain supplemental educational services for the child, as applicable. !
|
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More than forty languages are spoken by students in the District. English Language Learners may choose a
Spanish Bilingual program, "#$%&'()$*+%&',- #+,/0012&%3$,32,142.54.216,)$*+%&',/0012&%3$7,,8'1&1,"23*2#0&,
are in full compliance with the law. Parents have the option of signing a waiver if they do not want any of these
programs for their child.!

""#$%&' () *#) +,-.)/,$0"*1) #2) +&3&%d English proficient (English Learner) students participating in a language
instruction program shall be notified, not later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year, of the
following:!
¥ the child's level of English proficiency, how such level was assessed, and the status of the child's
academic achievement; !
¥ the methods of instruction used in the program in which their child is, or will be participating, and the
methods of instruction used in other available programs, including how such programs differ in
content, instructional goals, and the use of English and a native language in instruction; !
¥ how such programs will specifically help their child learn English and meet agefappropriate academic
achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation; !
¥ the specific exit requirements for the program, including the expected rate of transition from such
program into classrooms that are not tailored for limited English proficient children, and the expected
rate of graduation from secondary school, if al!"#$%&" ()
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education program of the child; !
¥ information pertaining to parental rights.!

Structured English Immersion Program (SEIP!"!

I"HBO&' )<+, (), % I"HISY &IHYb (&)H*Y6 +,-.% &% ) (&SS//0% -H&) H1% +./% .&$% - HY% )H*H"- &($% -1% "/1,*#% 2"3(,$.%

Language Development (ELD) and sheltered instruction in the core content subjects (literature, history, science,
and math). !



Students in grades 62 receive one or two periods of daily English Language Development in a classroom
setting, according to their level of English language proficiency. They also receive sheltered instruction in other
core subjects. Students who are nonH#"#$%&'( &)*+,9%"#(+-*(#%.*"()-%/-%01( 2/-( &3$% &#"' % 1#()#*% +),-.)-/%
I'H#S%E&'S!(")*+)##I#S) "$H+,-. "+ (##10*.1

"#"$%&'#()*+%*,- !

I"#3$% &$'(#)% *'$+,"-.)% $-/% 01*"-.1 ! elementary schools and Longfellow Middle School offer TwoWay
Immersion programs (Spanish/ English). Thousand Oaks offers a transitional bilingual program (K#!"#$%&$"
M#$%&'() (*+&*() %,(*"+-*%#,) %,) *.") -#") (+/0-*() %,) 112,%(.) 3.%4") *'2-.%,5) *.'6) 7,54% sh Language
Development. The goal of both these programs is for students to be bilingual and biliterate. !
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1.15. Berkeley !"#3%&#(")*+,#-.&/)01,+")%.&0#1&2,)(,0-"3#&-3&-*,&4,,1%&35&6-71,#-%ELEARNS! I"#$%&'()**+&
Program!

Berkeley LEARNS After School Programs support children in reaching their full potential by providing academic
support, enrichment classes, recreation, and community building activities in a safe and structured environment.
"#$"%"&' ()*+,-'./'%0123"4'23'56'"%"7"832#&'284' 2%%' 39#"™" 7.44%" /1900%/' 284" I"#$" %" &' "1980%0;&'*124"7 &<"
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assistance and opportunities for continued development of literacy and math skills through hands+on activities.
MH#$%&' (%) (*(+,(-,) . $%'(//)/'&"00$%#' (#'1(23'&+#) &'#4%$"54'0(%#2) %&A+0&'6+#4'78'9)%:),) 3 /+*+&+$2&;'+2<,"/+25'
Stiles Hall and Cal Corps, and Berkeley School Volunteers. Cultural enrichment opportunities are provided by
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Skills, and Science, and many more. Personal growth is encouraged through competitive and non+competitive
sports by building teamwork and a healthy competitil"# $%& &()# *"I"+,%&-.# "+/(&,-$0&%$)# /-*# 0/|&-.# 12-3##
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I"#$%&'( 11"#$%&'$f8un child development program that serves elementary students at seven schools !"#$"%"&'
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"#$%&'(()*+&,)-* +round child care; both before and after school as well as all day during breaks and summer.
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1.18. Library Services!

Every school has a library that is staffed by a library paraprofessional and/or a credentialed teacherHlibrarian.
Students visit their library with their classes and also on an individual basis. BUSD recognizes that reading for

pleasure and for informational needs (i.e., research projects, classroom assignments and individual curiosity) is a

key component to success in future vyears. Our !"#3$$%& %'()*)+& ),!$-)"'& "™.& (& * /& *0&
I"#$%N&E&' ()*+),)-".)"%,/(*0*- H#"#$%&"!
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Students, at various times in their education in the Berkeley Unified School District, will receive sex education
instruction that is age/grade appropriate. The curriculum includes instruction on human sexuality, family life,
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The District shall maintain a complete, permanent cumulative record on each student. These records are housed
at the student’s current school and maintained by the school secretary, registrar, or records clerk.
Parents/guardians of students under eighteen (18) years of age have the right to inspect all of the school records
of their children, including cumulative, guidance, and health records.!

|

3.6. Emergency Cards!

It is vitally important that parents fill out new student emergency cards every fall in order to have the most
current contact information as well as the current status of any health conditions or medications. A separate
form is required for each medication!"#8%&"%" Q) *+&(+"+, %" (,))$")--.(0"-)/"+, W' /%01./%2"-) /3 4'&*2"152&+%"+ , %" %"
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No part of this policy precludes a complainant from pursuing civil law remedies outside of the DistrictOs administratiuesprat the
complainant®s own expense. Such remedies may include mediation centers, public/private interest attornews, neisinationg orders
etc. The Board recognizes that neutral mediator can often suggest an early compromise or resolution that is agregatbiestinathe
dispute. The superintendent shall ensure that the mediation results are consisterdatevitindstfederal laws and regulations.
discrimination complaints, a complainant must wait until sixty (60) days has elapsed from the filing of an appeal wittotiméa C
Department of Education before pursuing civil law remedies. The followingcegetan provide assistance: Berkeley Dispute Resoll
Serviceb (510) 4281811, California Community Dispute Servid@$510) 2314190, East Bay Community Law Cen#®(510)5483040,
Community Legal Aid Society of Alameda Couri?y510)4519261, State Br of Californiab(800) 8439053
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Berkeley Unified School District
10.5.Bullying Complaint Form (Policy 5131.2)

School:

Definition of bullying: Bullying means systematically and chronically inflicting physical hurt or psychologit
distress on one or more students or employeedutthisr defined as: unwanted purposeful written, verbal,
nonverbal, or physical behavior, including but not limited to any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gestu
an adult or student, that has the potential to create an intimidating, hofétitesice educational environment or
cause long term damage; cause discomfort or humiliation; or unreasonably interfere with the victimOs
performance or participationBullying is carried out repeatedly; and is often characterized by areimibalanc
power.

Name of Student/ Date of Report:

Parent/Guardian/School Staff/Community member (if filing on behalf of a student):

Person(s) your complaint involves:

Date(s) of incident:

Where did the incident take place?

Did you report this incident ofbullying previously?

If yes, to whom?

When?

Please describe your complaint in as much detail as possible. (Use back of form or extra sheets of
paper if necessary.) Attach any documents related to this complaint.

Signature: Date:

Please submit this form to the school Principal. If you need assistance completing this form, please

contact the Principal.
[



2012D13 Berkeley Public School Calendar

Wednesday, August 29

Monday, September 3
Thurday, September 6
Thursday, September 13
Thursday, September 20

Monday, October 8
Friday October 26

November 5-8
November 6-8

Friday, November 9
Monday, November 12
November 21-23

December 24 B January 4

Monday, January 21
Friday, January 25
Monday, January 28

Thursday, February 7
Friday, February 15
Monday, February 18
Friday February 22

Thursday, March 28
Friday March 29
Friday March 29

MonBFri, April 1D5
Monday, April 22

Monday, May 6

Monday, May 20
Thu, May 23

Monday, May 27

Fri June 14

First Day of School for Students

Labor Day Holiday*

Elementary Back to School Night
Middle School Back to School Night
High School Back to School Night

Staff Development Day*
End of First Grading Period (K-12)

K-5 Parent Conferences (shortened days)

Middle School Parent Teacher Conferences

K-5 Parent Conference Day (& Secondary Staff Development)*
VeteransO Day Holiday*

Thanksgiving Holiday*

Winter Recess Holiday*

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday*

End of Second Grading Period/Semester (secondary)
Secondary Semester Break (& Elementary Staff Development)*
High School Open House

LincolnOs Birthday*

Presidents Day*

End of Second Grading Period (elementary)

Middle School Open House

End of Third Grading Period (secondary)

Cesar Chavez School Day of Service and Learning

Spring Recess Holiday*
State Testing for High School begins

State Testing for Middle & Elementary School begins

Malcolm XOs Birthday Holiday*
Elementary Open House

Memorial Day Holiday*

Last Day of School

*Indicates no school for students.



