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Various types of number lines:
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1 The clock - a circular number line! YOU W]ll Often see

A 4 0

this mathematical

Vertical number line

representation in
A Story of Units.

A ruler number line

A Story of Units has several key mathematical “models” that
will be used throughout a student’s elementary years.

The number line is a powerful, flexible model that students can use in many ways. In
this particular module, students begin to understand the idea of fractions as division by

: : 11 1.
marking a ruler or line plot with > 7 and < increments.

The number line is used beginning in Kindergarten in A Story of Units, and will continue
to appear in various forms through 5" grades. It is used to develop a deeper
understanding of whole number units, fraction units, measurement units, decimals, and
negative numbers. Often, the mathematical concepts in an ASOU module move from
concrete to more abstract, and the number line is an important concrete conceptual
step for students of all ages.

Sample Problem from Module 4:  Note the use of a tape diagram as well as the drawing showing

(Example taken from Lesson 5) division of a whole number into fractional parts:
5
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