
A	
  comparison	
  of	
  class	
  size	
  scenarios
Assuming	
  720	
  students	
  per	
  grade	
  level	
  in	
  K-­‐5,	
  roughly	
  the	
  current	
  average.	
  Does	
  not	
  consider	
  TK.

Current	
  
Scenario

Kinder-­‐
garten Grade	
  1 Grade	
  2 Grade	
  3 Grade	
  4 Grade	
  5 TOTAL	
  

CLASSROOMS

K-­‐3	
  20:	
  1 36 36 36 36 144

4-­‐5	
  26:1 28 28 56

200

Consider	
  all	
  K-­‐5	
  classes	
  with	
  a	
  class	
  size	
  of	
  24:1.

24:1	
  
Scenario

Kinder-­‐
garten Grade	
  1 Grade	
  2 Grade	
  3 Grade	
  4 Grade	
  5 TOTAL	
  

CLASSROOMS

K-­‐3	
  24:	
  1 30 30 30 30 120

4-­‐5	
  24:1 30 30 60

180

Net	
  savings	
  
in	
  

classrooms
Year	
  1 Year	
  2 Year	
  3 Year	
  4 Year	
  5 Year	
  6 Total	
  net	
  rooms	
  

savings

6 12 18 24 22 20 20

Alternative	
  scenario	
  –	
  one	
  could	
  envision	
  a	
  constant	
  class	
  size	
  at	
  each	
  grade,	
  K	
  through	
  5:
A)	
  If	
  each	
  classroom	
  has	
  22	
  students	
  in	
  at	
  all	
  grades	
  K-­‐5	
  for	
  a	
  reduction	
  of	
  classrooms	
  needed	
  of	
  roughly	
  2.
B)	
  	
  If	
  each	
  classroom	
  has	
  	
  23	
  students	
  in	
  at	
  all	
  grades	
  K-­‐5	
  for	
  a	
  reduction	
  of	
  classrooms	
  needed	
  of	
  roughly	
  11.

Note:	
  in	
  2014-­‐15	
  the	
  range	
  of	
  size	
  of	
  4th	
  grade	
  classes	
  is	
  20	
  to	
  29,	
  with	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  24.3;	
  with	
  8	
  classes	
  27	
  or	
  over	
  (out	
  of	
  28).	
  
The	
  range	
  of	
  size	
  of	
  5th	
  grade	
  classes	
  is	
  22	
  to	
  29,	
  with	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  26.2;	
  with	
  13	
  over	
  27,	
  5	
  at	
  29	
  (out	
  of	
  26).

Current	
  average	
  class	
  size,	
  across	
  11	
  elementary	
  schools,	
  Kindergarten	
  through	
  5th	
  grade:	
  21.83

In	
  both	
  of	
  these	
  alternative	
  scenarios,	
  rooms	
  savings	
  would	
  be	
  greater	
  than	
  the	
  net	
  in	
  year	
  4,	
  and	
  then	
  reduce	
  as	
  the	
  class	
  size	
  
decreased	
  in	
  4th	
  and	
  5th	
  grades.

Phase	
  in	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  class	
  size	
  ratio.	
  If	
  the	
  district	
  adopts	
  a	
  new	
  standard	
  class	
  size	
  ratio	
  of	
  24:1,	
  it	
  would	
  first	
  be	
  implemented	
  only	
  
in	
  kindergarten,	
  the	
  next	
  year	
  at	
  kindergarten	
  and	
  first	
  grade,	
  and	
  adding	
  one	
  more	
  grade	
  each	
  successive	
  year.	
  The	
  chart	
  below	
  
shows	
  how	
  many	
  fewer	
  rooms	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  needed	
  at	
  24:1	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  current	
  20/26	
  scenario.

Note	
  that	
  currently	
  "release	
  time"	
  or	
  "prep	
  time"	
  is	
  five	
  45-­‐minute	
  periods	
  for	
  grades	
  4-­‐5,	
  and	
  one	
  45-­‐period	
  for	
  grades	
  1-­‐3.	
  
Kindergarten	
  has	
  no	
  release	
  time,	
  but	
  has	
  a	
  shorter	
  day.	
  In	
  grades	
  4-­‐5.	
  music	
  is	
  2	
  days	
  and	
  science	
  3.	
  If	
  schools	
  had	
  all	
  classes	
  at	
  
24:1,	
  release	
  time	
  ratios	
  would	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  renegotiated	
  with	
  the	
  teachers'	
  union.

The	
  difficulty	
  in	
  creating	
  classes	
  with	
  26	
  students	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  3rd	
  grade	
  comes	
  in	
  groups	
  of	
  20:	
  40,	
  60,	
  80,	
  and	
  (rarely)	
  100.	
  While	
  
larger	
  schools	
  that	
  have	
  four	
  3rd	
  grade	
  classes	
  per	
  can	
  go	
  to	
  three	
  4th	
  grade	
  classes	
  of	
  27,	
  three	
  3rd	
  grades	
  yield	
  either	
  really	
  
small	
  (20)	
  or	
  really	
  large	
  (30)	
  classes,	
  or	
  else	
  force	
  split	
  grade	
  classrooms	
  which	
  are	
  more	
  difficult	
  to	
  implement	
  in	
  the	
  Common	
  
Core	
  era.


