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Labeled and Criminalized  

Cultural Mismatch  and Cultural Deficit 
Thinking 

Exclusionary Policies and Practices cause 
Disconnection 

Policies and Practices  





African Enslavement 

Deep-Seated Institutional Racism  

Socioeconomic and Sociopolitical Context  

Sociohistorical Connection to Present-Day 
Systemic Failure 

Exclusionary Practices 



Disconnect between AA boys and the Educational 
System 

Post Racist Society 

“the illusion of inclusion” (Johnson, 2014) 

Racism is “an integral, permanent, and indestructible 
component of society” (Bell, 1992) 



Over-Representation in Referrals, 
Suspension, and Expulsion Rates 

Over-Representation in Referrals to 
Special Education 

Disengagement in School 

Drop Out Rate Increases 

Criminalized African American Boys 
becoming Actualized Criminals    
 



Poverty  

Crime 

 Incarceration    

Deaths 
 

 



History 

 Theme 1: Historical 
Context 
The Enslavement of 

Africans (Second Class 
Citizens) 

Civil Rights Movement 
and Backlash, 
Desegregation 

Mass-Incarceration 
 



Theme 2: Cultural Mismatch:  
Cultural Mismatch 

Cultural Deficit Model 

Culturally Responsive 
Pedagogy 

 

 

Culture  and Schools 



Exclusionary Practices 

Theme 3- Exclusionary Policies 
and Practices 
Zero Tolerance and Disciplinary 

Practices 

Overrepresentation in Special 
Education 

 

 



What Works? 

Theme 4- Appropriate Conditions 
for African American Male Success: 
Engagement 

Teacher-Student Connections 

Engagement of Families 

Male Mentors 

African American Teachers/Adults 
 



Argument:    
 The factors and conditions that hinder and support positive 

outcomes for African American males.  

 Few studies detail the lived experiences of students in 
programs incorporating these factors. 

 family engagement 

male mentors 

 teacher student connections 

 engagement 
 



This study aims to provide rich descriptions of the day to day 
interactions and experiences of a student in a case 
management program that incorporated some of the factors 
known to support African American males in the education 
system - including the perspectives of those in relationship 
with those students: case managers, parents, and teachers. 



Funding and 
Organization  

Marcus 
Foster 

Foundation 
•Funding 

College 
Bound 

Brotherhood 

•Organization 
to Support 
how the 
money is used 

Multiple 
Districts 

• (DIT)District 
Implementation 
Teams 

 Hayward 

Hayward Unified 
(DIT) 

Theory and Action 

Relationships 
Family Support 

Case Management 



Minority Threat 
Theory 

The Minority Threat 
Theory states that the 
majority have arrived at 
their prejudice based on 
a perceived threat to 
them by the minority 
group (Brick, 2009).  
 

Labeling Theory 
Labeling Theory:  People are 

socially controlled based on their 
social status and their 
involvement in behaviors that are 
different from those of the 
dominant culture. When students 
are labeled as “bad boys,” it may 
be due to the social construct 
that is rooted in perceptions that 
dominant society and culture has 
of students of color (Brick, 2009) 



Research Questions 

1. What are the experiences of African American 
boys taking part in the College Bound 
Brotherhood at Hayward High School?  

2. How might these experiences have 
contributed to the positive outcomes for 
these students documented in the 2014-2015 
school year? 



Methodology 

Context 

College Bound 
Brotherhood  at 
Hayward High School 

 Case Management  

 Parent Support  

 Mentorship   

Participants 

Students in the College 
Bound Brotherhood  

One student who has 
shown exemplary growth 

His teacher, parent,  and  
case manager 

  



What? A case study design: a “…strategy for doing research 
which involves an empirical investigation of a particular 
contemporary phenomenon within its real life context using 
multiple sources of evidence (Arthur, J, 2012, p.102).”   

Why? Case studies answer “why” and “how” questions. The 
quantitative data shows  C.B.B. has increased attendance, 
behavioral and  academic scores. A case study approach will 
determine why and how this growth has occurred.  
 

Data Collection 

Methodology continued 



Methodology continued 

Data Analysis 
Coding: Researchers apply labels to sections of 

data, and can be applied to categorize the 
focus group and interview transcripts 
(Demarrias, 2004).  

Examine: a slice of multiple aspects and 
examine the relationships that are formed and 
possibly strengthened or strained by the 
implementation of College Bound Brotherhood 

Analyze: to determine where these stories 
coincide and diverge.   
 

 



Limitations 

Building Trust with all Participants 

Dependability:  Shenton (2003) notes,  “In order 
to address the dependability issue more directly, 
the processes within the study should be reported 
in detail, thereby enabling a future researcher to 
repeat the work…” (p.71).  

Application: I will study a small community and 
although my findings may be trustworthy, small 
sampling may not be applicable with all 
communities.   



Lens:  
Single mother of an African American male 
student in Hayward Unified School District  
Administrator in an Urban Setting  
Grew up in South Central Los Angeles where 
subpar schools were prominent and attended 
mainly African American students. 

Limitations continued 

  


	Confronting Criminalization of African American Boys in the American Education System
	Introduction
	Slide Number 3
	Problem Background
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Urgency continued
	Literature Review 
	Slide Number 9
	Literature Review 
	Slide Number 11
	Significance of Study
	Purpose of the Study
	Studying: College Bound Brotherhood
	           Theoretical Framework
	Research Questions
	Methodology
	Slide Number 18
	Methodology continued
	Limitations
	Slide Number 21

