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Good evening.  My name is Bruce Simon.  Along with Danielle Perez, I am one of the co-chairs 
of the BSEP Planning and Oversight Committee 
 
The BSEP Planning and Oversight Committee wishes to express its appreciation to the Board 
for setting aside time tonight to take a closer look at the role BSEP plays in our school district. 
We enthusiastically support increasing understanding of this critical resource among the Board 
and in the community, as BSEP currently contributes more than 20 percent of the district’s 
annual operating budget and funds a third of the district’s classroom teachers. 
      
As you know, we are fortunate to live in a community where, since 1986, we have supported our 
schools with a local tax fund, called the Berkeley Schools Excellence Program, or BSEP. 
Thanks to BSEP, we have smaller class sizes, along with libraries in every school, an amazing 
music program for 4th-8th grade, professional development for our staff, technology funds, 
program evaluation, parent outreach, public information and translation, site discretionary funds, 
and more. These funds make the difference between good schools and great schools. 
      
The BSEP measure established a Planning and Oversight Committee composed of parent and 
staff representatives from every school, and we take very seriously our charge of working with 
district staff to review annual plans and reports for each of the nine purposes of the current tax 
Measure. 
      
The current BSEP Measure, Measure A, was adopted in 2006 and will come to a close at the 
end of the 2016-17 school year. This means that we will need to ask the voters to again support 
a BSEP Measure in 2016. We must demonstrate to our larger community that this resource has 
been both well-invested and well-managed.       
      
We are confident that tonight’s review of BSEP will prove both edifying and useful to you and 
underscore for you how valuable this resource is in helping maintain schools and programs we 
can all be proud of. We hope that after tonight, you will have an even better sense of both the 
challenges and the promises that lie ahead, and we warmly encourage you to join us at our 
meetings where we know you will learn even more. In our experience, the presence of engaged 
Board directors at P&O meetings greatly improves communication between the two bodies. 
 
Our P&O meetings are open to the public. The first meeting is Tuesday, October 27th.  Most 
importantly, the week before that, on Thursday, October 22nd, we are hoping there will be 
significant community participation in a BSEP Workshop which will provide a first opportunity for 
community members to engage with us in a table exercise which will work on constructing a 
hypothetical budget for the next BSEP Measure that takes into account our educational priorities 
and our budget realities. There will be other workshops and focus group opportunities in the 
spring, but this first workshop in October will really help us set the stage for future discussions in 
the P&O Committee, with other planning committees, and with the Board. Please check out the 
BSEP page on the BUSD website for further information and to RSVP.   
     



The P&O is committed to working with the board, superintendent, staff and community to 
develop a consensus on the structure and contents of the BSEP measure for 2016, to continue 
to ensure that all our students have access to a truly excellent education. Thank you! 


