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THANK YOU, BERKELEY!

Dear Berkeley Resident,

Overwhelming Voter Approval
for BSEP Measure
On November 8, voters in Berkeley
gave a resounding “Yes” to Measure
E1, which means the Berkeley Unified
School District will receive at least
$28 million per year in special local tax
funding through the Berkeley Schools
Excellence Program (BSEP) for the next
eight years.
The 88.86% approval was the highest
ever achieved for the BSEP special tax
measure, which requires at least 66.7%
to pass. BSEP was first placed on the
Berkeley ballot 30 years ago in 1986, as
a response to school funding shortages
in the wake of Proposition 13, and has
been renewed and revised in 1994,
2004, 2006, and 2016.
The BSEP measure currently provides
20% of the funding for the Berkeley
Public Schools, including paying for
almost one-third of teachers, all of
school libraries, grades 4-8 music
program, middle school counselors,
discretionary funds for each site to fund
special programs, tutors, instructional
materials, technology support, and
much more.

I am so grateful for the overwhelming support for the special tax that funds the
Berkeley Schools Excellence Program; Measure E1 passed with 88.86% of the
vote, a record level of support. Thank you! The legions of volunteers - parents,
teachers, students, staff, alumni, friends and neighbors - were instrumental in
helping create the measure and serve
as a testament to the broad-based
support for Berkeley’s public schools.
The stabilization of local and state
education funding allows us to be
strategic in our multi-year plans built
on the best instructional practices
that strengthen the core educational
program and provide for support
services and enriching experiences for
our students. As you will read inside
this report, we are also committed to
recruiting, retaining, and supporting the
most highly qualified teachers, instructional staff, and the many professionals
that our students and families depend on each day.
I am in awe of Berkeley’s many civic, educational, non-profit, and business
partners who are equally committed to the success of our students and
families. I am especially proud to let you know that through our work with
our 2020 Vision partners, every graduating high school student will now be
offered the Berkeley Promise, a college access and matriculation initiative
that provides college and career pathways to students who plan to attend
community college. So far we have secured a tuition-free first semester at
Berkeley City College for any Berkeley high school graduate, and 25 full twoyear community college scholarships sponsored in large part by the Berkeley
Community Fund.
Berkeley is a very special community. Thank you for investing in our children,
our community, and the future of our nation.
Sincerely,
Donald Evans, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Berkeley Unified’s Year of the Reader Encourages:
●● All

students to become active and lifelong readers.

●● Families

and the community to focus on the importance of reading and the lifelong
benefits of being a reader.

●● Lots

of opportunities to read for fun, exploration, and in support of academic
achievement at home and at school.

●● Family-friendly

events in our schools that promote reading.

Para una copia de esta publicación en español llamar al 644-6320 o visitar nuestro sitio web: http://www.berkeleyschools.net/publicaciones-en-espanol/

2016-17: The Year of the Reader
Language, Literacy, and Library Programs

BSEP Helps Make Reading and Writing Workshop Possible
Research on how students become fluent and confident readers has shown that
students must have ample time to read and they must have texts they can read
independently. That is why High Volume, High Success, High Interest are the
mantras of the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project used in Berkeley’s
public elementary schools.
With the support of Berkeley Schools Excellence Program (BSEP), our students
experience:
●● Specialized literacy teachers in every K-8 school, who work one-on-one or in small
groups with students and serve as coaches to their teaching peers;
●● Classroom libraries full of books covering a wide range of themes, topics, and
genres that appeal to the diverse interests of our students; and
●● Class time and homework time that always includes reading.

School Library Programs Promote Choice and Volume
In addition to regular class visits to the school library to learn research and information
literacy skills and check out new books, our school libraries have been bustling with
book clubs this year. At King, Longfellow, and Willard Middle Schools, students are
filling the libraries at lunchtime as part of the second annual Battle of the Books
club and competition, while elementary school students are reading and nominating
their favorite books as part of the Mock Newbery Book Club. Library staff, literacy
coaches, teachers – and students – are celebrating the joy of reading together! These
creative and inclusive book clubs:
●● Promote thoughtful engagement and discussion of books;
●● Honor students’ voices and book choices about reading,
●● Develop students’ identity as readers by sharing books with friends; and,
●● Build enthusiasm for reading that generates a buzz about books.

Time spent reading + words consumed = vocabulary + knowledge + cognitive ability

School Funding
Update
Stability, Investments,
Challenges
The passage of both State
Proposition 55 and Berkeley’s local
E1 special tax measure for education
in the recent November election
means that Berkeley’s public schools
can continue to invest in providing an
excellent education for our students.
Part of ensuring excellence in our
schools is being able to support,
attract and retain the best talent to
serve our students and families.
After five years of declining state
revenue between 2007 and 2012,
the Berkeley Unified School District
has been able to begin incrementally
reinvesting in employee salaries
and benefits.
Here are some of the investments we
have made since 2012:
●● Salary

increases from 1.5 to 4%
for a total of 12% over the last
five years (2012-17), for all teachers
and staff;
●● A 3% one-time bonus to all
employees in 2016-17, and a
previous 3.5% and 2.5% one-time
bonus in 2012-13 and 2013-14
respectively, made possible with
one-time money.
●● A modest 1% increased
contribution to employee health
care costs; and

You can read more about the
book clubs and book choices at:
www.berkeleyschools.net/yearofthereader/

Instructional Technology Integration
Our teachers are teaching and our students are learning in the most stimulating communications, media, and digital environment in history. As a result, instructional technology is
central to our efforts to foster student engagement and improve student learning.

Three Core Strategies for 2016-17:
1. Expanded Professional Development For Teachers and Staff
2. Digital Citizenship: Every Student, Every School
3. Chromebooks and Tech Tools in Students’ Hands
Read more about expanding technology in our schools: www.berkeleyschools.net/tech

Chromebooks are available to every student
for daily use in grades 3-5. Above, a student at
Washington Elementary writes his own story.
At right, Allison Krasnow, the district’s
instructional technology coordinator, leads a
hands-on tech workshop for educators.

School Construction Bond Projects
Improve Learning Experience
Two kindergarten classrooms, a middle school cafeteria, and a climbing wall are
among the numerous facility improvements made possible this year with investments
from Berkeley’s local school construction bond funds. Each year these locallyapproved voter funds are used in strategic ways to improve student safety and enrich
school life for Berkeley’s children and youth.
Deputy Superintendent Javetta Cleveland
●● A

$500,000 investment
from the General Fund to
implement recommendations
from the 2015 Compensation
and Classification Study to
update classified (non-teaching)
job descriptions and ensure
compensation that is comparable
to other districts in the area.

The rising costs of health care
and employee pensions have cut
into the increases our employees
have received.
In addition to rising costs, the state
of California now requires that the
Berkeley Unified School District
increase annual contributions to
pay for underfunded state pension
liabilities. Teachers and staff are
also responsible for increasing their
pension contributions.
While school district finances have
stabilized across the state, the Local
Control Funding Formula (LCFF)
that primarily determines our per
pupil General Fund revenue remains
among the lowest in the nation, and
is further limited by low inflationary
adjustments that are not keeping
up with the cost of living in the Bay
Area. With BSEP and other local
funds, per-pupil support in Berkeley
approaches the national average.
More here:
http://tinyurl.com/BUSDbudget

Here’s an overview of some of the most recent school facility improvements, paid for
by school construction bonds passed by Berkeley voters in 2000 and 2010:

John Muir Elementary in
Claremont: Facility Modernization
●● Modernized

cafeteria and multipurpose room
ADA accessible entrances/exits and
added campus security
●● Wiring upgrades, improved wifi, LCD
projectors mounted in every classroom
●● New

LeConte Elementary in South
Berkeley: Small Expansion
●● Two

new portable classrooms and modular
bathroom facility
●● Secure outdoor play space

Longfellow Middle School
Cafeteria and
Culinary Classroom
●● Service

and seating for 266 students with
outdoor patio
●● Culinary classroom with teaching kitchen
and patio with raised planting beds

Rosa Parks Elementary
in West Berkeley:
Playground Upgrades
●● Easily

accessible climbing wall and
interactive “spider web” climbing structure
●● Calming recreational space with new sand
and play hills

Washington Elementary in Central
Berkeley: Playground Upgrades
●● Interactive

“spider web” climbing structure,
upgraded hard-top, and turf field
●● Re-designed and enhanced forest play area
with existing natural elements

Projects Under Development:
Modernization and upgrades to the
Berkeley High A Building/Theaters and to
Oxford Elementary School
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Re-envisioning Cooking and
Gardening in our Schools

Q&A with Family Engagement

and Equity Program Supervisor
Charity DaMarto

For the past 14 years, the federally-funded Berkeley Unified
School District Cooking and Gardening Program has
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Career Technical Education Ready for Take Off

Berkeley Board of Education: www.berkeleyschools.net/school-board
Ty Alper, Judy Appel, Josh Daniels, Karen Hemphill, Beatriz Leyva-Cutler, Alaunte Keys (Student Director), Petra Silvey (Student Director)
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