
1 | B e r k e l e y  U n i f i e d  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  |  2 0 2 1  

2
0

2
0

-2
1

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

•  C R E A T I V E L Y  E N G A G I N G  I N  V I R T U A L  L E A R N I N G  
 

•  C O M M U N I T Y  S U P P O R T  D U R I N G  C H A L L E N G I N G  T I M E S  
 

•  S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P  A T  B E R K E L E Y  T E C H N O L O G Y  

A C A D E M Y  
 

•  O X F O R D  E L E M E N T A R Y  A N D  M O R E  F A C I L I T I E S  

P R O J E C T S   
 

•  A  J O Y F U L  R E T U R N  T O  I N - P E R S O N  L E A R N I N G   

 

    Berkeley Public Schools 
         C O M M U N I T Y  R E P O R T  F O R  T H E  B E R K E L E Y  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  
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These benches were a gift from the 

Class of 2020 with support from 

their class as well as many donors. 

 

The plaque reads: 

 

Six Feet Apart We 

Sit In Solidarity 
 

THIS INSTALLATION STANDS IN 

HONOR OF THE CLASS OF 2020  
 

WHO DID NOT GET TO FINISH 

THEIR SENIOR YEAR ON 

CAMPUS AND THE BERKELEY 

HIGH COMMUNITY WHO MADE 

IT THROUGH THESE 

UNPRECEDENTED TIMES 

TOGETHER 
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P H O T O  

             Superintendent’s Message 
          

Dear BUSD Community, 

This annual report from the Berkeley Unified School District is a 

testament to the spirit, cooperation, and resilience of our 

community in the face of a once-in-a-lifetime challenge. In these 

pages you will see how our community banded together to 

protect our mutual safety, serve our common goals, and take 

care of our young people. 

As you turn these pages, you’ll see many acts of caring, 

dedication, innovation and professionalism, as exemplified by 

our Nutrition Services team, who stepped up from the earliest 

days of the lockdown to ensure our students would still receive  

 

As we close this year, we’re reflecting on what we accomplished together - on the 

countless displays of compassion and generosity that make Berkeley such a 

wonderful community. It’s very exciting to look forward to our full return to in-person 

learning in August, but let’s also pause to offer our appreciation for the many ways in 

which we came together to support each other through this challenging time.  

 

This year we also witnessed extraordinary volunteerism. Through the Berkeley Public 

Schools Fund, hundreds of individuals worked at the Ed Hub, delivered meals and 

supplies, and supported families to get connected to distance learning. The Berkeley 

community donated generously to support BUSD families with a variety of needs, and 

through a partnership with the Office of Family Engagement and Equity (OFEE), made a 

real difference to those experiencing job loss and displacement.  

On January 20, the world watched history unfold with the swearing in of the first Black, 

Asian-American, and female Vice President of the United States. BUSD is inspired by 

our own Thousand Oaks alumna Kamala Harris and the hope and possibility she 

represents for our young people.  

 

As you read further, the Board of Education and all of our staff hopes you feel our 

deep and enduring gratitude for our Berkeley community.  

Emerging Stronger. Together. 

Brent Stephens 

Superintendent 

 

nutritious meals. You’ll see how students were resilient and creative, and how 

educators rose to the challenge of the ever-changing conditions. 
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   Despite the challenges of the year, our educators and students    

   continued working hard. Here are just a few examples of how our  

   BUSD staff found ingenious ways to teach, stay connected, support  

   students, and celebrate student achievements during distance    

   learning. 
 

Wherever You Learn 

This year, the former lunchtime book club was replaced with 
Mock Newbery Nights, virtual events complete with guest 
authors, student introductions, book reviews, fan art, and letters. 
Over 200 students and staff from our elementary schools 
participated. 
 
 
 

Kudos to Jessica Lee, District Library Coordinator, and her team 

for putting this joyful event together.  

And this year’s winner? Class Act, by Jerry Craft.    
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mock 

Newberys 
          

Each year, BUSD 4th and 5th graders form 
their own Mock Newbery Committees to 
read, discuss, and select a winner in the 
style of the Newbery Medal.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lean on Me 
          

Student singers from all BUSD 

middle schools and Berkeley High 

School, as well as teachers from all 

four BUSD choruses, are featured 

in the video performing "Lean on 

Me" by Bill Withers. Students had 

to record themselves singing as 

many as ten times to create this 

video, which was produced by 

music teacher Olesia Gordynsky.  
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Click the image to watch the video.  

 

https://sites.google.com/berkeley.net/berkeleymocknewbery/home
https://youtu.be/cwnTQF6VU3s
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             P H O T O  

We Learn Together 

Berkeley Arts Magnet Teacher Ben Malloy found 

an engaging way to connect with his students 

with the help of his spoon puppet, “Spoony 

Malloy.” Inspired by “Muppet Magic,” a class he 

took at UC Santa Cruz, Malloy invented and 

constructed Spoony. In his videos, Spoony and 

Mr. Malloy not only teach about number bonds 

and vowels, but they also discuss emotions 

around important current events.  

Click on the image to be taken to Spoony’s YouTube Channel!  

Sylvia Mendez 

Elementary School 

began the school 

year with the launch 

of a school-wide 

project that 

encompasses 

community 

building, personal 

narrative, and 

technology skills. 

Click on the image to watch 

the four-minute introductory 

video!  

“Our school has a story. It’s the 

story of the place and the people. 

It's a bilingual story because we 

are a bilingual community.”  

Erika Englund, TK Teacher 

Sylvia Mendez Elementary 

Meet Spoony! 
          

 

 

 

 

             P H O T O  

Our Stories Connect Us 
          

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPVSc8bTtqpymNS7U_ksg_Q
https://youtu.be/SMaTG0n2xsE
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440 lbs  
BUSD Garden 
Produce Harvested 

                 83,661 
                            Books Checked Out 

 BUSD provided free Grab-and-Go Meals 

to all children 18 and younger during the 

summer and throughout the 20-21 school 

year. In addition, programs from the 

Berkeley Food Network and the Berkeley 

Technology Academy provided produce 

and other  groceries to families hardest-hit 

by the pandemic. 

       255, 000  
                    Breakfasts 

         2,612 
                Musical Instruments 
                Distributed 

                 216,000  
                            Lunches 
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Tackling the Challenges of 2020-21 

All year long, BUSD library staff 

prepared bags of books and 

distributed them curbside with 

the help of Berkeley Schools 

Volunteers. The book checkouts 

happened in places such as 

school yards and the gardens. 

Additionally, library staff have 

continued to provide story times 

and instruction via Zoom all year.  

While safety precautions required us to keep the libraries closed 

this year, it didn’t stop our library staff from finding creative ways to 

keep students reading.  
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In partnership with BUSD, the Berkeley Public 

Schools Fund opened the Ed Hub, a central 

distribution site for computers, WiFi hotspots, 

and other learning materials. 

BUSD is grateful to the Berkeley Public 

Schools Fund for supporting our 

community in so many ways during 

this crisis, including: 

• Deploying 850 COVID-response 

volunteers to support families.  

• Organizing 200 Volunteer Task 

Runners to deliver supplies, groceries, 

and technology.  

• Providing over $400,000 of direct 

financial assistance to families, in 

partnership with the Office of Family 

Engagement & Equity (OFEE).  

• Training 200 volunteers to support 

remote learning. 

• Recruiting 150+ college student 

“Zoom Mentors” to support 150+ 

middle schoolers.      

 

Distributed at Ed Hub 

5500 
BUSD 

Chromebooks 

2500 
School  

Supplies 

1200 
Book Bags 

600 
BUSD  

Hot Spots 

Photos: Valerie Kratzer 

 

https://www.berkeleypublicschoolsfund.org/ed-hub/
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The Growing Leaders program at 

Berkeley Technology Academy (BTA)  

provides internship opportunities as 

part of the Public Health Career 

Technical Education (CTE) pathway. 

This career-readiness program is made 

possible by funding from the UC 

Berkeley Chancellor’s Grant, the Whole 

Kids Foundation, Growing Leaders, and 

BUSD Garden and Nutrition.  
 

 

 

Growing Leader interns learn while doing. Through work in 

the garden, kitchen, and food pantry, students apply 

problem solving, critical thinking, and collaboration skills to 

serve them well beyond school. Each week students test 

new recipes, production-cook for upcoming sales, and cook 

meals for each other. They also enroll in a public health 

course to study topics such as food  

justice and nutrition. 
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BTA’s Public Health Pathway Grows Leaders 
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“I am extremely proud 

of the student interns 

and the educator team 

in all they have 

accomplished this     

COVID-19 school 

year."  

Heidi Weber, Principal 

Interns continued to learn, thrive, 

and provide support to the 

community this year. CTE Public 

Health Teacher David Seegal 

commented, “Many students 

reported enjoying the in-person, 

hands-on aspect, as for many it 

was their only interactive 

learning experience outside of 

their homes since the pandemic 

began.” 

 

 

 

What’s next for BTA’s Public Health pathway? BUSD Facilities has begun a 

project to build a kitchen on campus, slated to begin Spring 2022. Thanks 

to Susanne Jensen, Matt Tsang, Anna Reed, David Seegal, and Principal 

Heidi Weber  for making this all possible. We are excited to see how our 

Growing Leaders change the world next!    
 

 
Students are not the only 

beneficiaries of this amazing 

program. Growing Leaders 

hosts the BTA Food Pantry in 

partnership with Berkeley 

Food Network. The pantry is 

free and open to anyone 

experiencing food insecurity. 

They are currently serving 

over 150 families a month.  

 

 

https://berkeleyfoodnetwork.org/
https://berkeleyfoodnetwork.org/
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The upgrades to the West 

Campus included: new 

finishes throughout the 

school, carpeting, sinks in 

every classroom, fresh 

paint, and a large new 

library.  

The outside modernization 

included an artificial turf 

field, a garden area, two 

playgrounds, an outdoor 

learning area and outdoor 

seating, a peace path, a 

sundial, and an "enchanted 

forest." 

 

Oxford’s New Home 

In late 2019 the District received a geotechnical report indicating 

an increased risk of landslide activity at the former Oxford campus 

and acted quickly to modernize the unused West Campus School 

site in order to safely relocate the Oxford school community. 
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BUSD Facilities Projects 

2020-21 

• John Muir Café Modernized 

• Cragmont Café Modernized 

• West Campus Modernization 

• Transportation EV Charging 

Infrastructure 

• Berkeley Community Theater 

(began construction) 

• Student Safety/Security 

Projects District-Wide 

• Lighting and Mechanical 

Efficiency Projects District-

Wide 

• Rosa Parks MPR Structural 

Repair/Roof Replacement 

• Longfellow Street Crossing 
 

Future Facility Plans 
• Modernization Florence 

Schwimley Little Theater at 

BHS 

• BHS Building M Painting 

• BHS Tennis Courts with 

Parking Structure Below 

• Longfellow Site 

Modernization 

• Growing Leaders Classroom 

Modernization at Willard  

• CTE/ Entrepreneurial 

Classroom and Library 

Modernization at BTA 

• Playgrounds and 

Infrastructure Projects at all 

District CDCs 
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“The first day we had students back on campus 

was a magical experience.  Even though the 

students and staff were wearing masks, we could 

tell from their eyes they were smiling.  After 

over a year not attending class, it was so joyful to 

come and learn together again.” 

Paco Furlan, Principal: Longfellow Middle School 

On November 9, 2020, BUSD brought small cohorts of elementary school 

students in need of additional support back for in-person learning as part of 

Phase 1 of the District’s reopening plan. On March 29, 2021, BUSD began its 

Phase 2 return, offering a full five days on campus for all Pre-K and TK-2 

students, followed by grades 3-5 on April 12. Middle school students also 

returned for afternoon academics and enrichment on April 12, with high 

school students returning soon after. A distance learning option continued to 

be available as well. By April 26, all students who chose to return were back 

on campus for some form of in-person learning. 
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Laura Walker, poetry  
teacher at Washington  
Elementary, asked 5th  
grade students to  
write poetry about ordinary  
things they didn’t know  
they loved about school  
until they spent a year away  
from in-person learning. 

 
 

…seeing lunchboxes 
 
 

…the squeaking and 
squealing of sneakers 
on the hard floor 
 
 

…the 
drive to 
school 
 
 

…the classroom’s telephone ringing 
 
 

 

I had no idea I even like 

sharpening my pencil 

 

the fact that I need to 

sharpen it gives me an 

odd sense of joy 
 

 

 

 I Didn’t Know I Loved… 
          

Photo: Maralina Caldas 

Berkeley High Jacket 

https://berkeleyhighjacket.com/2021/entertainment/performing-arts-classes-wrap-up-the-year-with-virtual-performances/
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             P H O T O  

   BSEP at Work  
          

Thanks to you, the Berkeley Schools Excellence 

Program (BSEP), has been making a significant 

impact in the quality of our children’s education  

since 1986.  

 

20% 
 
 

BSEP is 
about 20% 
of BUSD’s 
budget. 
 
 

20% 
 
 

     BSEP       

     Funds  

     Provide: 

Board Directors: Ty Alper, Ka’Dijah Brown, Julie Sinai, Laura Babitt, Ana Vasudeo 

Student Directors: Miles Miller, Ajeliya Phyunal  

BUSD Board of Education Webpage      CLICK HERE for BUSD Non-Discrimination Policy 

https://www.berkeleyschools.net/departments/bsep/bsep-overview/
http://www.berkeleyschools.net/schoolboard
http://www.berkeleyschools.net/non-discrimination/

