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“I read the Syrian poet Adonis and
the Palestinian poet Mahmoud
Darwish. I dance the dabke at
weddings. My family owns the
Saratoga Restaurant in Terre
Haute, Indiana. Literature, dance,
and food are ways that we
celebrate culture.

“The Middle East is an incredibly
diverse and culturally rich place
that has seen too much war and
devastation; ancestors of mine
were killed by bomb shrapnel. All
human lives, including Palestinian
lives, have great value. The struggle
of Palestine is part of the larger
Arab struggle to find peace and
sovereignty in the world. Too many
innocent lives have been lost. Let us
stand for peace, and education,
and lend our ears to Arab and
Arab-American voices emerging
from the margins.”

Memoirs of a White Arab-American,

”I am half-Syrian. My family immigrated
from Ain al-Shaara, a small village near
Mount Hermon and Damascus where
people spoke Aramaic. My great Aunt
Helen Corey was the first Arab-American
woman to be elected to a government
office in Indiana. She wrote award-
winning cookbooks,                                                                        
                                            

The Art of Syrian  

and Foods From Biblical Lands. Cookery 

I wrote 
short essays in response to Arab-
Americans being targeted after 9/11
(Mizna).”

                                            


