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Pacific Islander Staff Voices

“I have always been proud of my hard working,
resilient family members. Both of my parents were
imprisoned in internment camps during World War 2.
They returned from the camps with nothing. My
father's family had their business stolen from them
and my mom's family, who relied on farming, had to
start all over. They did not allow their experiences to
define them. Both went on to study at UC Berkeley,
where they met. I take pride in coming from a culture
that values determination and positivity in the face of
adversity.”

AAPI Heritage Month

Anne Hirose
Thousand Oaks

Elementary School
4th grade teacher


