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“I grew up in a Los Angeles suburb, collectively
known as the San Gabriel Valley just 10 minutes
from downtown LA., home to the famous 626
Night Market, and a place where Asians and
Hispanics were not the minority. Growing up, I
was never embarrassed because of the food I
ate; never saw anyone being made fun of for
their race; never realized what American culture
really was. I was unaware of so much–including
my own heritage. 

“My parents both immigrated from Taiwan. My
mom of  heritage, grew up upper class,
and can speak 3 languages: English, , and 

. My dad of  and Japanese heritage
and can speak 4 languages: English, , ,
and . But growing up, I was only aware
that I was ethnically Chinese until middle school
when I learned more about my Taiwanese
identity. I really only learned what it is to be
Taiwanese-American after being the only of my
2 siblings to formally learn Mandarin and to
engage with Taiwanese peers in college. I know
now that my Taiwanese-American identity is
validated by the fact that I know my roots and
that my Mandarin is a mix of  and the
“ABC accent.”” 

 Do you have a life mantra you want to share
with Asian American and Pacific Islander
students?:

“Your parents expect you to be . But  means
more than "well-behaved." Don't restrain your
life to just the realm of being  for your family.
Embrace but challenge traditional values that
our  might not understand.”


