
 

 

  

 

Favorite Book:  
Like Water for Chocolate 

Favorite Food: 
Sopes 

Favorite Song:  
Vivir Mi Vida by Marc Anthony 

What 3 famous people would you 
love to have over for dinner?  
Laura Esquivel, Gloria Estefan and 
Rita Moreno 

 

 

 

 

 

“Both my parents immigrated to 
California from northern Mexico.  I grew 
up in National City, a border town near 
Tijuana, Mexico. I am the youngest of 
five. The majority of the people were 

either Latine(x) or Filipino. 

“Listening to music in Spanish, playing 
loteria, running after the "paletero" on 
those humid summer days, attending 
Sunday mass at our local church and 

attending many "carne asadas" was on 
my weekly agenda. 

“One tradition close to my heart has 
been the annual tamale making fiesta 
right before Christmas. My job as a 

young child was to add the green olive 
to each of the "masa." I was very proud 
when I was upgraded to put the olive 
and potato in each of the hundreds of 

tamales we would make each year. 

“There were so many fond memories 
spent with my family I truly have valued 

and cherished. Many of the same 
traditions have been incorporated into 

my own family.” 
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