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“Sometimes the most 
important thing in the whole 

day is the rest we take 
between two deep breaths.”

–Etty Hillesum



SPED Demographics: %SPED 25-26 at each school site

School % SwD School % SwD

Berkeley Arts Magnet at Whittier 8.0% Oxford Elementary at West Campus 13.6%

Berkeley High 10.9% Rosa Parks Environmental Science 10.8%

Berkeley Technology Academy 21.3% Ruth Acty Elementary 8.5%

Cragmont Elementary 10.5% Sylvia Mendez Elementary 8.0%

Emerson Elementary 9.6% Thousand Oaks Elementary 10.7%

John Muir Elementary 10.3% Washington Elementary 10.7%

Longfellow Arts and Technology Middle 15.2% Willard Middle 15.1%

Malcolm X Elementary 15.5% BUSD 11.4%

Martin Luther King Middle 11.9%

Source: CALPADS





SPED: Racial/Ethnic



SPED: Gender



MTSS Framework: keywords and 
Concepts: How many do you know?

○ RTI
○ COS Teams
○ UDL
○ PBIS
○ Tiers
○ Screening
○ DBDM
○ SSTs



What is MTSS? Under the Umbrella

MTSS stands for multi-tiered systems 
of support. It is a framework to provide 
academic and behavioral supports for 
all students based on their individual 
needs. Because different students have 
different strengths and needs, tailored 
levels of support are more likely to help 
them succeed in school. “Multi-tiered” 
generally refers to three tiers that 
correspond to different intensities of 
the support

http://studentbehaviorblog.org/tag/multi-tiered-systems-of-support-mtss/
http://studentbehaviorblog.org/tag/multi-tiered-systems-of-support-mtss/


RTI: Response to Intervention

RtI² is an approach that focuses on 
individual students who are 
struggling academically and pulls 
together resources to promote 
students’ success before they fall 
behind. It is systematic and 
data-driven with tiered levels of 
intervention to benefit every 
student.

● In Berkeley, there is an RTI teacher 
leader at each of the elementary 
schools and each of the middle 
schools

● They provide intervention, serve as 
the COS team facilitator, and are the 
lead data teacher

RTI Elementary engaged in data 
analysis



● Tier 1 is 
for all

● Tier II is 
for about 
15% of 
students

● Tier III is 
for about 
5% of 
students

Tiers: There are 3



The Triangle Serves ALL students

Tier 1

All Student

Universal

Tier 2

Some Students

Targeted

Tier 3

A few 
students

Individual



Tier 2 and Tier 3 are additive

Tier 1
All Students

Universal

Tier 2
Some Students

Targeted

Tier 3

A few 
students

Individual

The interventions in these tiers 
should build upon the supports 
of the Tier 1 practices, 
meaning that stronger Tier 1 
implementation, makes Tier 2 
or Tier 3 implementation 
easier.



PBIS is a interconnected System

Tier 1 
Example

PBIS





Cos/RTI and Problem Solving Teams: DBDM



UDL: Universal Design for Learning is 
part of MTSS



UDL Example: What Is a Learning Environment?

● Think back to some of the classroom environments you’ve encountered on your 
educational path. During your childhood, the learning environments you engaged in may 
have been vibrant and colorful, with a desk layout that allowed for flexibility and 
creativity.

● A learning environment extends beyond the classroom, encompassing any space 
where students feel safe, supported, and inspired in their pursuit of knowledge.

● Instructors shape learning environments through their teaching methods and 
classroom atmosphere, promoting student participation, engagement, and fostering a 
sense of community and diversity.

● Learning environments evolve over time, requiring teachers to continually adapt and 
optimize these spaces to meet the changing needs and goals of their students.



Introductions to UDL

This is an older video (2010)  but starts with the 
premise of UDL… removing barriers. 

Nicole Tucker Smith clarifies the updates to the 
framework last year (Summer 2024) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGLTJw0GSxk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA-juSJSHRA


Using the Cast website to examine more:

Consideration 4.2 Optimize access to accessible materials and assistive and accessible technologies and 
tools

UDL website; UDL 
Guidelines

UDL is for 
everyone

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/action-expression/interaction/assistive-technologies/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/action-expression/interaction/assistive-technologies/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/


SST: Student Study Teams
A Student Study Team (SST) meeting, also called a 

Student Success Team, is a collaborative school 

meeting involving parents, teachers, and staff to help 

students struggling with academic, behavioral, or 

social-emotional issues by creating support plans and 

interventions before considering special education. The 

goal is to use a problem-solving approach, focus on 

student strengths, and develop research-based 

strategies, with follow-up meetings to monitor progress 

and adjust the plan for student success. 

Referrals may be made by teachers, COS team, 
parents, etc.



And Now…EduClimber 3.0

BUSD is in Year 3 of eC

EduClimber and Data Literacy in 
BUSD:
The BREA department maintains the eduClimber MTSS 
(Multi-Tiered System of Support) platform, as well as our other 
assessment platforms, such as STAR and Amplify.  
eduCLIMBER is a platform that centralizes and visualizes 
whole-child data, including academic, behavioral, and 
social-emotional information. It is designed for educational 
districts to implement a Multi-Tiered System of Support 
(MTSS).

https://www.renaissance.com/products/actionable-insights/educlimber/


eduClimber: MTSS Platform: EduClimber MTSS Platform

https://youtu.be/oy09h7BMcd4?si=V3tGeb88zTedq_8t






Now, Let’s Dive into BUSD Data: DFS 2023-2025



Distance from Standard (DFS)
Distance from Standard (DFS) tells us how far above or 
below a student is from meeting proficiency 
(“standard”) on the SBA. The DFS score is calculated by 
finding the difference between the student’s scaled 
score and the scaled score required for proficiency. 

A positive DFS = Proficient
A DFS of 0 = Proficiency Cut Point
A negative DFS = Not proficient

For example, the 5th grade scaled score needed for Math 
proficiency is 2528. 
➢ A 5th grade student would have a DFS score of 0 if they 

scored 2528.
➢ They would have a a DFS score of +2 if they scored 2530.
➢ They would have a DFS score of -8 if they scored 2520.

DFS = +1.5

DFS = -1.5

Proficient

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/scores/


Agenda DFS Data Walk

      DFS BUSD 2023-2025

Data Dive: DFS- A Data Walk 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eol6QUi5cjCZ3-rhFIM2nrVSqsQz9dICcrjHyv3R9aE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D_cBwTsTvFV3sgFb-G-ryR_GYP2oBQ8kp6AdOfPXvYs/edit?usp=sharing


Thank you for your partnership!

Photo from 
https://www.2022specialoly
mpicsusagames.org/


