BERKELEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board of Education
1231 Addison St., Berkeley, CA 94702
510-644-6206

Official Minutes
February 5, 2025

President Ka'Dijah Brown called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. She reported that the
Board convened to Closed Session at 6pm.

Roll Call

Board of Education:

Ka'Dijah Brown, President — Present via Teleconference
Mike Chang, Vice President — Present

Jennifer Corn, Director/Clerk — Present

Jennifer Shanoski, Director — Excused

Ana Vasudeo, Director -- Present

Zamahra Winta Clark, Student Director, BHS —Excused
Leysha Garcia, Student Director, BTA - Present

Administration:

Enikia Ford Morthel, Superintendent

Jill Hoogendyk, Associate Superintendent, Educational Services

Pauline Follansbee, IAssistant Superintendent, Business Services
Samantha Tobias-Espinosa, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
John Calise, Assistant Superintendent, Facilities

Lyz Chairez, Recorder

OPEN SESSION

After calling the meeting to order Vice President Chang called for a motion to approve
President Brown’s participation via teleconference pursuant to Government Code
54953

Director Corn moved to approve President’s Brown participation via teleconference;
Director Vasudeo seconded the motion, and motion was carried unanimously

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

At the request of staff,agenda item 12.9 (Approval of Resolution 25-022 Reaffirming
Board of Education’s Commitment to Making BUSD Campuses a Safe Zone for
Students and Families Threatened by Immigration Enforcement and Committing to



Alignment and Continual Collaboration with the City of Berkeley as a Reaffirmed City
of Refuge and Sanctuary City and Accompanying Protocols) was pulled from consent to
be voted on separately.

Motion to approve agenda as amended:
Chang/Vasudeo and unanimously approved 5-0.

REPORT CLOSED SESSION

Vice President Chang reported out on closed session held on Jan 30, 2025 and Feb

5,2025

January 30, 2025

4.1

Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation (Government Code Section
54956 (a))

4.1.1 John Doe 2811 v. BUSD

Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Corn/Vasudeo and unanimously approved

February 5, 2025

3.1

Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation (Government Code Section
54956 (a))

3.1.1 OAH Case No. 2024090988

Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Corn/Vasudeo and unanimously approved.

3.1.2 OAH Case No. 202411703

Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Vasudeo/Chang and unanimously approved.

3.1.3 BUSD Case No. 202425-07

Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Corn/Vasudeo and unanimously approved.

3.2

Conference with Legal Counsel — Anticipated Litigation (Government Code
Section 54956.9(b)) (two potential cases)




With the first potential case, the Board requested further information and
provision of documents for review in order to ensure that the new Board is fully
informed on this pre-existing matter.

With regard to the second case, Director Chang recused himself.

The District's recommendation was moved by President Brown, seconded by
Director Vasudeo, the Board voted unanimously to approve.

3.3

Consideration of Student Expulsion (Education Code Section 48918(c))

Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Vasudeo/Chang and unanimously approved.

3.4

Public Employment (Government Code Section 54957)

3.4.1 Vice Principal, Longfellow Middle School

The District's recommendation was moved by President Brown, Seconded by
Director Corn, the Board voted unanimously to approve.

3.4.2 Interim Principal, Willard Middle School

The District's recommendation was moved by Director Corn, seconded by
President Brown, the Board voted unanimously to approve.

3.5

Collective Bargaining - Government Code Section 54957.6(a) (District Negotiator:
Samantha Tobias-Espinosa)

This matter was tabled for a future meeting.

3.6

Conference with Real Property Negotiations (Government Code Section 54956.8)

3.6.1 Property: 1701 San Pablo, Agency Negotiators: John Calise, Assistant
Superintendent, Facilities Division; Negotiating Parties:John Calise, Assistant
Superintendent and 1701 San Pablo L.P., Negotiations: Price and terms of
payment

The District's recommendation was moved by President Brown, seconded by
Director Corn, the Board voted unanimously.

SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS
Superintendent Ford Morthel provided her remarks for the evening.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY
A total of 33 people addressed the Board:




Three student comments on the Longfellow construction project

One comment in support of resolution reaffirming BUSD’s commitment to immigrant
students and families

Two comments requesting consistent and clear communication to the community
around the Longfellow construction project.

One comment in concern of student safety
One comment in support of nutrition education in BUSD

Zoom comments:

One common in support of the Bridge program
Three comments on Construction project at Longfellow
One comment on gun violence prevention as part of district policies

UNION COMMENTS
BFT and BCCE leadership addressed the Board

COMMITTEE COMMENTS
Representatives to the DELAC, GESHAC, PAC, AASAC and District safety committees
addressed the Board with their respective committee updates.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Board Directors made individual remarks.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar without item 12.9:
Chang/Vasudeo and unanimously approved 4-0.

Student Director Garcia was excused at 9pm

DISCUSSION:
Multilingual Learner Master Plan Update (30 min)

Assoc Superintendent Hoogendyk and team provided an update around efforts made
to date in the implementation of BUSD’s Multilingual Learner Master They noted that a
significant focus has been directed to targeted supports that address the unique
needs of students classified as EL for six or more years. Their presentation provided an
overview of the action plan for each goal. and highlighted the partnerships with
community organization and members.



ACTION:

Facilities Update (45 min)

Assistant Superintendent John Calise and team presented an update on Measure G
Bond planning highlighting construction and modernization plans at Longfellow

Middle School, Sylvia Mendez, the BHS Little Theater, the BHS C&E project, and
districtwide heat mitigation.

President Brown excused herself at 10pm.

Vice President Chang moved to extend open session to 11:20pm; Vasudeo seconded.
Motion passed on a 3-0 unanimous vote.

Questions and discussion followed.

Director Vasudeo moved to approve staff recommendation with the direction that
future construction projects go to the Facilities Subcommittee before going to the
Board; motion was seconded by Vice President Chang, and it carried unanimously with
a 3-0 vote.

The A/V system shut off at 11pm

ACTION:

Approval of Resolution 25-022 Reaffirming Board of Education’s Commitment to
Making BUSD Campuses a Safe Zone for Students and Families Threatened by
Immigration Enforcement and Committing to Alignment and Continual Collaboration
with the City of Berkeley as a Reaffirmed City of Refuge and Sanctuary City and
Accompanying Protocols

Director Vasudeo explained that she pulled this for action to publically note that this is
a joint resolution with the City of Berkeley and compliant with SB 48. Director Corn will
work with the city to draft a letter of support.

Motion to approve this resolution:
Vasudeo/Corni and unanimously approved 3-0

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT
One comment on construction project at Longfellow

ADJOURNMENT: 11:20PM



