
Prioritize Attendance: Plan
family trips around the school
calendar. Excuse unavoidable
absences within 72 hours.
Build Strong Routines: Set
consistent bedtimes, ensure a
healthy breakfast, and establish
morning habits that get your
student to class on time.
Reach Out Early: If health,
anxiety, bullying, or
transportation challenges arise,
contact your child’s teachers,
counselors, or an OFEE
Specialist. We are here to help
you find solutions together.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

SAVE THE DATE
9/03/26 - Middle School Back to
School Night 
9/07/26 - Labor Day - No School
9/12/26 - AASF Black-to-School
Community Event
9/17/26 - Workshop: Why 9  Grade Mattersth

9/21/26 - BFN Food Pantry
9/24/26 - High School Back to School Night

Academic gaps: Missing 10% of the
school year significantly increases the
risk of lower grades and higher
dropout rates.
Social & Emotional Growth: Frequent
absences limit daily interactions,
making it harder for children to build
strong friendships, practice teamwork,
and feel a sense of belonging.
Mental Health & Behavior: School
avoidance can stem from or worsen
anxiety and depression, while
unstructured downtime increases the
risk of unsafe behaviors.

HOW ABSENCES AFFECT STUDENTS

EVERY DAY MATTERS
Consistent attendance is one of the
most powerful predictors of student
success. Even excused absences lead
to missed learning opportunities. One
missed day can equal up to 2.5 days
of lost instruction.

Attendance
FAQs.
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Free & Reduced Lunch
All families are encouraged to
complete the application. Click HERE
to complete.

ParentSquare
Don’t miss school updates. Sign up for
ParentSquare!

ATTENDANCE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DEYcb41CRP_5zMkUO-t7StJ3LHWI5Luq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DEYcb41CRP_5zMkUO-t7StJ3LHWI5Luq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbxmCuYrx2WXgWmAJvoZgz5Bmus6pJ85/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbxmCuYrx2WXgWmAJvoZgz5Bmus6pJ85/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o40GrAvqxixpo2yPISBIXhd-7gVqCUwx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o40GrAvqxixpo2yPISBIXhd-7gVqCUwx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o40GrAvqxixpo2yPISBIXhd-7gVqCUwx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17F5ZVi2SOOpEc5leS9bmFnFiOx1Ewmzr/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/departments/student-services/attendance-truancy-and-chronic-absenteeism/attendance-faq/
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/departments/student-services/attendance-truancy-and-chronic-absenteeism/attendance-faq/
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx
https://www.parentsquare.com/
https://www.parentsquare.com/
https://www.parentsquare.com/


YOUR VOICE MATTERS
We invite you to take an active role
in our district community. Consider
joining one of the district
committees listed below.

LCAP Parent Advisory
Committee (PAC)
Planning and Oversight (P&O)
Superintendent’s Budget
Advisory Committee (SBAC)
District English Learner
Advisory Committee (DELAC)
Gender Equity and Sexual
Harassment Advisory
Committee (GESHAC)
African American Success
Advisory Committee (AASAC)
Districtwide Safety Committee
District Special Ed Advisory
Committee (DSEAC)

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
Have questions or need assistance? Reach
out to your OFEE Specialist anytime:

Leticia Amezua: Berkeley High School
leticiaamezcua@berkeley.net
510.644.4814

Jocelyn Foreman: BHS & Malcolm X
jocelynforeman@berkeley.net
510.684.4100

Yesenia Moran: King Middle School
yeseniamoran@berkeley.net
510.898.9089

Carol Perez: Longfellow Middle School
carolynperez@berkeley.net
510.849.7396

Alejandra Frias: Sylvia Mendez
alejandrafrias@berkeley.net
510.684.4114

Nabatah Ahmed: BAM & Rosa Parks
nabatahahmed@berkeley.net
510.609.5116

Lily Howell: Emerson & Washington
lilyhowell@berkeley.net
510.609.5090

Ernesto Marin: Cragmont & Thousand Oaks
ernestomarin@berkeley.net
510.631.1936

Lydia Gebrehiwot: OFEE Supervisor
lydiagebrehiwot@berkeley.net
510.644.8991
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IMPORTANT LINKS
26-27 Parent-Student Handbook
Transportation
Admissions
BUSD After School Programs
TK-12 Calendar
Board Meeting Information

Education is a collaborative effort
between schools, families, and our
community. When we work together,
our students thrive. Our team is here
to support you, answer your
questions, and connect you with the
resources your family needs.

https://www.berkeleyschools.net/3d-flip-book/2026-27-parent-student-handbook/
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/departments/transportation/
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/admissions/
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/schools/berkeley-after-school-programs/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lmNadwtn9rTyzH-dQ8tEBB4tk7O0O7bz/view?usp=sharing
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/schoolboard/board-meeting-information/
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