BERKELEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board of Education
1231 Addison St.,
Berkeley, CA 94702

Official Minutes
August 19, 2026

President Ka'Dijah Brown called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.

Roll Call

Board of Education:

Ka'Dijah Brown, President — Present

Jennifer Corn, Vice President — Present

Jennifer Shanoski, Director/Clerk — Present

Mike Chang, Director — Present

Hannah Sinead Slattery-Weisberg, Student Director, BHS - Present

Administration:

Enikia Ford Morthel, Superintendent

Jill Hoogendyk, Associate Superintendent, Educational Services

Pauline Follansbee, IAssistant Superintendent, Business Services
Samantha Tobias-Espinosa, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
John Calise, Assistant Superintendent, Facili

Lyz Chairez, Recorder

OPEN SESSION

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda:
Shanoski/Corn and unanimously approved 4-0

Motion to approve agenda as amended:
Shanoski/Babitt and unanimously approved 6-0.

REPORT CLOSED SESSION

Vice President Corn reported that closed session was called to order at 5:32pm and
that the Board took the following action:



3.1 Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation (Government Code Section 54956 (a))

3.1.1 Case No. 202627-03
Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Shanoski/Brown and unanimously approved 4-0

3.1.2 OAH Case No. 202606139
Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Corn/Brown and unanimously approved 4-0

3.1.3 Secrease v BUSD
Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Corn/Brown and unanimously approved 4-0

3.1.4 Randlett v BUSD
Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Shanoski/Brown and unanimously approved 4-0

3.2 Consideration of Student Expulsion (Education Code Section 48918(c)
Motion to approve staff recommendation:
Chang/Corn and unanimously approved 4-0

SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS
Superintendent Ford Morthel provided her remarks for the evening.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY
A total of 14 people addressed the Board in person and via Zoom on a range of topics,
including:

Expanded learning and after school program access
Transportation services

Technology in the classroom

School Board vacancy

COMMITTEE COMMENTS

A representative of the Superintendent’s African American Success Advisory Committee
(AASAC) provided an update on the committee’s work and priorities for the 2026-27 school
year.

UNION COMMENTS
BCCE Leadership

BOARD MEMBER AND SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS
Board Directors made individual remarks.



CONSENT CALENDAR

ltem 12.14, Approval of Amendments to Contracts with Non-Public Agencies for Services
During the 2026-27 School Year, was pulled from the Consent Calendar.

Motion to approve the Consent Calendar, as amended:
Corn/Chang and approved unanimously 4-0

ACTION:
Board Vacancy Interviews and Provisional Appointment

President Brown introduce the five out of the six candidates present to be interviewed as part
of selection process for filling the vacant Board seat:

e Dyamen Williams
e Scott Hoffmeister
e Nina Sun

e Rachie Lee

[ ]

Beatriz Leyva-Cutler

Each candidate was allotted two minutes for an opening statement, to respond to each
question of the questions below and :

The most important responsibilities of a school board member.

How the candidate would balance community concerns, student needs, state and federal law,
staff recommendations, and personal values or beliefs when making decisions.

How the candidate would advance educational equity for all students while ensuring historically
underserved student groups receive appropriate support.A closing statement.

Following the interviews, Board members evaluated and deliberated using a five-point scale
rating scale based on the substance of their responses, understanding and reasoning,
responsiveness, governance perspective, and relevant background and experience.

Each Board member identified the two candidates receiving their highest scores:

Director Shanoski: Scott Hoffmeister and Beatriz Leyva-Cutler
Director Chang: Scott Hoffmeister and Beatriz Leyva-Cutler
Vice President Corn: Scott Hoffmeister and Beatriz Leyva-Cutler
President Brown: Rachie Lee and Beatriz Leyva-Cutler

Director Shanoski moved to provisionally appoint Beatriz Leyva-Cutler to fill the vacant Board
seat for the remainder of the term through 2028. Vice President Corn seconded the motion;
and the motion carried unanimously on a 4-0 vote\



EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT
Two comments via zoom addressing Aftershool Program access and student use of

technology.

ADJOURNMENT:
9:43PM



