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September 2, 2026 
 

President Ka’Dijah Brown called the meeting to order and convened in closed session at 6:42 pm., 
following the swearing-in of newly appointed Board Director Beatriz Leyva-Cutler to the Berkeley 
Unified Board of Education. President Brown reconvened the meeting in open session at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Board of Education: 
Ka’Dijah Brown, President – Present  
Jen Corn, Vice President – Present  
Jennifer Shanoski, Director/Clerk – Excused 
Mike Chang, Director – Present  
Beatriz Leyva-Cutler, Director – Present 
Hannah Sinead Slattery-Weisberg, Student Director, BHS – Present 
 
Administration:​
Enikia Ford Morthel, Superintendent 
Jill Hoogendyk, Associate Superintendent, Educational Services 
Pauline Follansbee, IAssistant Superintendent, Business Services​
Samantha Tobias-Espinosa, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources 
John Calise, Assistant Superintendent, Facilities Division 
Lyz Chairez, Recorder  
 
OPEN SESSION 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
 
Motion to approve agenda as amended: 
Corn/Chang  and unanimously approved 4-0.  
 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
Vice President Corn reported out on closed session noting that it began at 6:42pm. 
 

4.1 Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Government Code Section 54956 (a)) 
 

 4.1.1 BUSD Case No 202627-04 
 
Motion to approve staff recommendation: 
Leyva-Cutler/Corn and unanimously approved 4-0 

 
SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS​
Superintendent Ford Morthel provided her remarks for the evening. 



 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY​
A total of 6 people provided Public Comment regarding student data privacy and technology use, 
physical education requirements, math curriculum, and educator investigations.  
 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
Nicole Harris provided an update on behalf of the Superintendent's African American Success 
Advisory Committee, including implementation of the African American Success Framework and 
the upcoming Black to School event on September 12. 
 
UNION COMMENTS 
none 
 
BOARD MEMBER  COMMENTS 
Board Directors made individual remarks. Board members welcomed Director Leyva-Cutler to the 
Board and shared comments and updates on District and community matters, including the 
upcoming Black to School event and educator workforce housing. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR​
Motion to approve the Consent Calendar: 
Corn/Chang and unanimously approved 4-0. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Berkeley High School Bell & Master Schedule Design Update​
​
Associate Superintendent of Educational Services Jill Hoogendyk, Berkeley High School Principal 
Juan Raygoza, Vice Principal Kellen Kriete, and staff presented an update on the Berkeley High 
School bell and master schedule. 

Their presentation covered factors informing the redesign, including physical education compliance, 
equity and access, graduation and A–G requirements, student access to courses and supports, and 
fiscal and staffing considerations. Staff also outlined a three-phase process for community 
engagement, development and review of schedule options, and a recommendation to the Board. 

Board discussion focused on PE requirements and exemptions, access to electives and support 
courses, impacts on historically underserved students, and meaningful student and family 
engagement. The Board emphasized the importance of establishing measures to evaluate whether a 
redesigned schedule improves student experience and outcomes. 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT​
One online public commenter addressed the District's mathematics curriculum adoption process 
 
EXTENDED BOARD COMMENTS 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
8:28PM 


